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For nail-biting, ball by ball, live score updates, logon 
to www.total-cricket.com. Enjoy your meal. 











HOME OF THE SUPERSTARS 


rm@g david /TC/ 101 


Y TAKING GUARD <<< | | 





No one quite like Sachin 


n Sharjah last week, Sachin Tendulkar became the world’s highest 

run-getter in One-day internationals, beating former teammate 

Mohammed Azharuddin to second place. In the process he also 
notched up his 26th hundred, which is way ahead of any other con- 
temporary batsman. But there was very little of the brouhaha that 
normally accompanies such feats. Perhaps because statistics about 
Tendulkar’s career are so mind-boggling that it is easy to overlook a 
new landmark every now and then. 

He has been India’s youngest-ever cricketer, youngest Test centurion, youngest 
to the 1,000, 2,000, 3,000, 5,000 and 6,000 runs milestones. There are numer- 
ous other first-class records that, too many to list here, find prominent mention 
in any statistician’s compendium. And he is still only 27, with at least a decade 
of top-level cricket in him. Phew! 

Yet statistics tell only one part of the Tendulkar saga. For instance, Saurav 
Ganguly, Michael Bevan, Jacques Kallis, Saeed Anwar and Adam Gilchrist 
would perhaps be a shade in front on One-day form over the last 18 months; 
Steve Waugh and Inzamam-ul Haq have been the more prolific run-getters in 
Tests. But it is the impact and influence he has on the Indian psyche — and 
indeed the entire cricket world — which makes Tendullkar unique. 

No player in the world has so much hope and expectations vested in him. He 
is India’s best-known face — and this includes Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee of Kargil victory and creaky knees fame, or Bollywood’s current 
beloved denizens, Shah Rukh Khan and Hrithik Roshan. When Tendulkar steps 
out to bat, the entire country, as it were, watches with bated breath. What will 
he do now? 

He promises runs, loads of them, made with a panache and derring-do that 
has been unmatched in current cricket. But more than that, he inspires faith and 
trust, which in these hard times is saying a huge deal. To borrow a catch-line 
from a popular TV quiz show, he is seen as the lifeline for the Indian team. But 
much. as this adds to his stature, it also puts Tendullkar under enormous pres- 
sure. It is a tribute to his talent and temperament that he has remained as con- 
sistent as he has over the last 12 years, as player and person. Perhaps, that is the 
true yardstick of his greatness. 


FE AK KK OK OK 


I was a trifle surprised to read Raj Singh Dungarpur’s outburst in Sharjah against 
Indian coaches. He was quoted as saying that a foreign coach was preferable 
because an Indian one would be ‘biased’. This was uncharacteristic of the man, 
apart of course, from being unfair, and I would go with him when he says that 
he was grossly misquoted. 

But, for arguments sake, if an Indian coach is undesirable because he would 
be biased, so would an ‘Indian’ captain. Which, of course, raises the question 
whether the selectors should be Indians too since their biases are now part of 
cricket folklore. And what of Indian administrators, whose penchant for petty 
politicking is legendary? 

The absurdity of this line of argument, I hope, quashes its progress. 


Ayaz Memon 
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FEATURES 


Capital investigation 
Binoo John and Dinesh Chopra file 


in on the CBI report on betting and 
match-fixing 


Guide to the guides 


A close look at India coaching 
candidates Greg Chappell and 
John Wright by Rajan Bala 


Talkathon 


Former West Indies wicket-keeper Jeff 
Dujon speaks to B Vijay Kumar 





Watch this space 


Photo feature in black and white by 
Mark Ray 


Hick, Hick, hiccups 


B Vijay Kumar profiles England 
batsman Graeme Hick 











Sachin Tendulkar became the highest run-getter in One-day international 
cricket during his century against Sri Lanka in Sharjah. Was it destiny, or 
effort, or talent that took him there? Must be a little bit of everything, not 
to forget a strong desire to be the best. Dileep Premachandran pays 
tribute to the master 


COLUMNS e 06 


Unplugged 


Bishan Singh Bedi lambasts offi- 
cials in Indian sport, including cricket 


Close of play 


India lags severely in the area of 
coaching, writes WV Raman 





DEPARTMENTS ; | 


Talkabout 


Model Rachana Singh talks | 
about her five favourite cricketers | 


Follow on 


Amit Karmarkar catches up with 


Baeu Racker Not quite cricket 


Other sports, music 
Classic cut 


Excerpted from 10 for 66 and All Games.com 
That by Arthur Mailey Quizzes, puzzles, fun 
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Indian captain Saurav Ganguly should 
learn a lesson or two from the team’s 
defeat in the ICC Knockout Cup 
finals. First of all, he has to understand 
that individual performances are not 
always enough to win matches. It’s true 
that he has the capability to convert 
good starts into big scores but, unfor- 
tunately, his century against New 
Zealand was not enough in the final. | 
think he got a little carried away by his 
performance in the semi-final against 
South Africa and needlessly threw 
away his wicket. Worse, he was respon- 
sible for the run-out of two key play- 
ers. He should have called “no” loudly 
as soon as he decided he was not going 
to respond to Sachin Tendulkar’s call, 
especially because Tendulkar has this 


picking up speed, it was impossible for 
him to turn back and he got run out. 
Ganguly should have sacrificed his 
own wicket, instead of losing the most 
precious batsman in the team, especial- 
ly at this instance because Tendulkar 
looked threatening. The other run-out, 
that of Rahul Dravid, was totally 
Ganguly’s fault. Ganguly could have 
undone his errors by scoring over 150 
in the match but he fell way short of 
it. So, in the closing overs, India didn't 
have any experienced players and only 
inexperienced batsmen were left flash- 
ing their bats wildly. They obviously 
could not score those crucial extra runs 
that would have made the difference. | 
think Gangulys running and calling 
proved fatal for India. 


tendency of running very hard. After 


Arrogance doesn't pay 


' The New Zealanders are generally regarded 


as underdogs in international cricket, and 
they managed to defeat Pakistan, arguably 
one of the best International sides in world 
cricket, in the ICC Knockout tournament. 
The manner in which the Kiwis won the 
match was commendable considering their 
star player Chris Cairns was unable to play 
in the match because of an injury. 
The Pakistanis on the other hand were over- 
confident and their confidence level bor- 
dered on arrogance from the day they land- 
ed in Nairobi, with Moin Khan actually 
talking about a Pakistan-South Africa final. 
Though self confidence is very much 
essential for a team to get inspiration, 
overconfidence leads to complacency. Once 
complacency creeps in disaster is inevitable. 
This had happened to Pakistan during the 
last World Cup, and it is a pity they failed to 
learn from their bitter experiences in 
the past. 


V Sreedharan, Navi Mumbai 


Doesn't make sense 

Look at the logic. 

I am sitting on the chair, 

the chair is on the ground, 

so I am sitting on the ground.. 

India beat world champions Australia, 
India beat mighty South Africa. 

New Zealand beat India 





Saboor Alvi, e-mail 


so New Zealand is the best team. 
No way. That’s a load of nonsense 


Mahbub Shaheed, Dhaka 


Good work, Chris 


Hats off to Chris 
Cairns for his awe- 
some performance 
In the Ke 
Knockout tourna- 
ment final.What an 
| outstanding player 
B he is! While it was 
disappointing that 
India could not win the Cup after making it 
to the finals, we shouldn't brood over the 
team’s defeat. Yuvraj Singh and Zaheer Khan 
are most certainly the finds for India in the 
tournament. The best thing about the 
Indian performance was the confidence that 
our players (especially the youngsters) 
showed. The sacking of Mohammed 
Azharuddin, Ajay Jadeja, Nayan Mongia 
and Nikhil Chopra has proved to be a bless- 
ing in disguise for India. All India needs to 

do now is keep up the good work. 
Chandragupta, e-mail 


Ageing gentlemen out 

It was indeed pleasant to see the Indian team 
defeat the Aussies and South Africans with 
such ease, even without the great 


Azharuddin, Jadeja and Mongia. Under the 
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* MAHTARAT. 


GANGULY EBBADS INDIA‘S FIGHTBACK.. 


able leadership of Saurav Ganguly the young 
team comprising Yuvraj Singh and Zaheer 
Khan showed promise. With these talented 
newcomers and more waiting in the wings, 
the BCCI should ensure that ageing gentle- 
men and those with attitude are kept out of 
the team. 


Payal Sur, Calcutta. 


Believe in Afridi 

Anything concerning Shahid Afridi is of 
prime importance to me. I was shocked to 
find his name in a scandal, but not for a 
moment do I suspect his innocence, his 
honesty, his integrity. I adore him, as always. 
To a who had written in to 
Cricket Talk, saying she was ashamed to call 
herself an Afridi fan, I would like to say that 
true love is unconditional and selfless. And 
also believe nothing that you hear and see 
and in this case believe what Shahid Afridi 
says and love him just the same. I would like 
to wish him all the luck, happiness and joy 


reader 


on the occasion of his marriage. 


Saduf Kar, Sopore 


Credentials of a skipper 

He must have the ability to extract com- 
plete cooperation from his teammates. 

He must set a good example by his own 
good performance in batting, bowling and 
fielding. When the chips are down he must 


not panic but encourage his teammates to 


help with their suggestions. 
He must have a calculating brain and be 
able to work out quickly if he should go in 
for taking the opponents’ wickets or bring 
down the run rate either by negative bowl- 
ing or gamble once in a while with the not- 
so-regular bowlers. 
India could have beaten New Zealand in the 
final of the ICC Knockout tournament if 
Sunil Joshi had replaced Vinod Kambli. The 
last two overs of Anil Kumble saw a run riot. 
He should have varied his line and length, 
Robin Singh could have been used for 
reducing the run rate. If we had saved at 
least 10 runs we could have won the tour- 
nament. 

S Sivaraman, Chennai 


Expensive Agarkar 


Ajit Agarkar has 
proved to be a 
very expensive 
bowler. He 
should be the 
twelfth man in 
the team. And 
for that position 

needs 
tuning. 
He uses his slow 
ball quite well but four out of his six balls 
are pitched far outside the off stump, giving 


too he 
mental 





batsmen enough width to steer it to the 
boundary. He should work on his batting 
too if he wants to be a regular in the team. 


Rayid Rahman, e-mail 


Evolution of cricket 
From a 12th century village green pastime, 
to the spectacle of Packers Sydney ground. 
From the 18th century Hambledon Era, 
to the unpleasant Cronje episode. 
From the five-day leisure game, 
to the instant One-day formula. 
From the days of simply rolling, 
to the controversial Akhtar-Lee chucking. 
From balls being bowled at 90 miles, 
to wickets thrown away for a few dimes. 
From Jardines ‘Bodyline’ ploy, 
from the class of the legendary Don, 
to the numerous bookies and cons. 
From the joy of seeing the great Grace, 
to match-fixing, utter disgrace. 
Cricket surely has gone through an evolution, 
the latest being the Melbourne Colonial 
Y C Rockey, Kalimpong 


Where's Srinath? 
One person who is missed in the Indian 
team playing at Sharjah is Javagal Srinath. 
What's he doing? He seems to have rested 
enough and should seriously consider 
returning to cricket. 

Sunil, e-mail 


Where are the bright ideas? 


Shubham, V V Nagar: 

The selectors should take a look at 
Nayan Mongia as he has been an 
excellent keeper and also played a 
pinch-hitter’s role in some of the 
matches 


Chandrabrata Nanda, Rourkela: 
One cricketer who deserves a place 
in the Indian 14 is Shiv Sunder Das. 
He's a very talented young prospect 
from Orissa. 


Rajarshi Ghosh, Calcutta: 

New Zealand is an old Test Playing 
nation who never made it big. Now 
they are the Mini World Cup champs 
and will be taken seriously. 


Sheik Dilavez, Kundapur: 
Heartiest felicitations to the Kiwis for 
their outstanding performance 
throughout the tournament and also 
for winning the ICC Knockout trophy. 


Shaswat S Nagar, Jamnagar: 
Vinod Kambli is a bundle of talent 
but is so tense about his poor form 
that he’s unable to play well. The 
selectors should give him time 

to adjust. 





The Indian team gave a wonderful performance in spite of losing the final of the 
ICC Knockout tournament. We were so close to being world champions. 
Nowadays, however, cricket matches are won not only by playing better cricket 
on the ground but also by the application of innovative ideas and through an 
aggressive approach to the game — and this is where I think we lost the final 
match of the tournament. Our so-called think tank was totally thoughtless when 
they sent Dravid to bat after the dismissal of Tendulkar in the 34th over. Rahul is 
a solid player who needs time to settle at the crease before he can start playing 
attractive shots, and that’s why a person like Robin Singh, Vinod Kambli, or even 
an Ajit Agarkar could have done better by hitting a quickfire 20-30 runs and 
lessen the burden on Saurav Ganguly, as a result of which he wouldn't have had 
to play risky shots and throw away his wicket. We have the talent to be world 
champions, but what we sorely lack are innovative ideas. 


me 


Anil Jain, e-mail 


The best letter wins a cash prize of Rs 500 every week. Letters to the Editor can be e- 
mailed to: crickettalemail@usa.net or crickettalkmail@yahoo.com or posted to Cricket Talk, 
Readymoney Terrace, 167 A.B. Road, Worli, Mumbai 400018. 





AP 


Dravid: Needs time to settle 
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>>> TALKABOUT —— 


Rachana Singh, model, says these 
are her favourite cricketers 


because... 


Sachin Tendulkar: He’s one of the best 
players in the world. As far as I'm 
concerned he’s the only saving grace in 
the Indian team, if he gets out early the 


match Is over 


Kapil Dev: Apart from the fact that he 
was a great player - we won the World 
Cup under his captaincy. | like his 
off-field persona. | loved his ads. He is 
SO suave and debonair 


Don Bradman: He was the best thing to 
happen to cricket. He was a true sporting 


legend. 
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Ajay Jadeja: Whenever India was | 
trailing we could expect him to come : 
in and hit some fours and sixes to win 
the match 


; 
Sunil Gavaskar: He was one of the best j 
captains we've had. He has scored so 
many runs for India against the best 
teams of the world 





>>Warne and those mobiles 


cellphone trilled, and it was another call for Aussie spin wizard Shane Warne. Much to his 
Avrcics however, this time there were no angst-ridden barmaids involved in making or taking 
the calls. It was actually a cue for him to make an appearance on the Channel Nine television show 
Sam and the Fatman, hosted by former sportsmen John “Sam” Newman and Paul “Fatty” Vautin. 
There was Newman, a former Aussie Rules star, introducing his next guest — Warne — to the view- 
ers and the studio audience. “And our next guest is the former Australian vice-captain, Shane 
Warne.” There was loud applause and some whistling, but no Warne. After waiting for a while, 
Newman whipped out his mobile phone. He punched some numbers into it. “Warnie? You there, 
mate? You're the next guest.” And, as Warne walked out, there were many who cheered him for 
his courage to go along with the gag, especially when hed got into a rather well-documented scrape 
with his mobile phone in England earlier this year. Newman asked Warne if there was anything 
special in the timing of his knee operation, which was scheduled just when his colleagues were 
leaving for a crucial tournament (Nairobi). The Aussie bowler pointed out that the timing was not 
his decision, implying that he was not responsible for Australia’s loss. 
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>>No garlands please 


omeone blamed Saurav Ganguly for India’s defeat and garland- 
Sx his poster with shoes and empty liquor bottles in Calcutta 
and fans of the Indian captain are angry. A local newspaper, 
Bartaman, which carried the picture of Ganguly with the garland 
asked in an accompanying write-up if the ‘Prince of Calcutta’ 
deserved such treatment. A Ganguly fan club also organised a 
protest rally at the Gopalnagar-Alipore area of Calcutta where, as 
the Bartaman article alleged, the poster had been put up. “The 
insult to Saurav is an insult to the Bengali race,” Sadananda Das, 
president of the Behala Club, said in an address to the rally. 









Chris Gayle 


>>Out for attitude 


hat exactly dées ‘attitude’ mean? West Indies selection chair- 
W:::. Mike Bénlay declined to elaborate but said fast bowler 
Franklyn Rose and promising left-hand batsman Chris Gayle were 
omitted from the West Indies touring team to Australia because of 
throwing attitude during the tour of England this summer. Findlay 
said, over the years, there had been “players with an attitude which 
is not in the best interest of West Indies cricket”. The Windies will 


Appreciation eins Fans pose with posters Saunt Nees in Nairobi | : Behave, boys: Franklyn Ros by (left) and 








now be touring Australia for a five-Test series and players to be seen 
in action there will be Colin Stuart and Marlon Black and seamer 
Kerry Jeremy. They were named for their first West Indies senior 
tour in the 16-man squad visiting Australia from November 25 to 
January 6. 


>>Baby, come back 


e was the swashbuckling hero of New Zealand’s thrilling win 
H:... India in the final of the ICC Knockout tournament, nurs- 
ing a painful knee but not letting that bother him as he produced a 
blistering knock of 102. He was the restraining influence over the 
rampaging duo of Saurav Ganguly and Sachin Tendulkar, bowling 
10 overs that yielded only 40 runs, and his daddy wants him to 
come home and rest for a while. 

Former New Zealand cricketer Lance Cairns is worried about Chris 
and wants him back in Christchurch because “He’s struggling with 
that knee and is not right. | don’t know how much good it would 
do carting him around South Africa in the hope that he might be 
okay. 

“Although he dearly wants to play in South Africa and the big 
grounds there, | think he would be better off coming home, resting 
up and being fit for the games in New Zealand after Christmas. 
“It’s probably more important that he plays here, rather than maybe 
breaking down in South Africa and then missing the whole season 
here.” 

Cairns will have his damaged patella tendon scanned again when 
the team reach Johannesburg for the start of their three-Test, six 


=. PRuARDEEP MANDHANI 


One-day international tour of South Africa. 
The New Zealand selectors and coach David Trist are keen for 


, 
PHO 


Cairns to remain on tour, even just as a batsman. Daddy would be happy to see him relaxing now: Chris Cairns checks mail 
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Should Anshuman Gaekwad be 
retained as India coach? 


VEN SUNIL GAVASKAR PRAISED ANSHUMAN GAEKWAD 

for agreeing to be part-time coach.of the Indian team after the 
resignation of Kapil Dev. And he took up the job in spite of the fact 
that his earlier tenure had been unjustifiably allowed to end. 

Next, he guided the team to a heart-warming display in the ICC 
Knockout tournament in Nairobi with wins over Australia and South 
Africa. And all this while the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
has been talking about appointing a long-term foreign coach. 

Some cricket fans want an Indian coach. There is a school of thought 
that says foreigners are more professional and tuned to modern train- 
ing methods. Then there are some who feel that Gaekwad, having gra- 
ciously accepted charge and then done well, must continue. 

Of the 200 people across two cities interviewed by CricketTalk, 61 
per cent voted for Gaekwad to stay, 35 per cent wanted a foreigner 
while the rest offered a “can’t say”. 
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[>> CRICKET RATINGS 
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Batsmen (Top 10) 


Rank 


—/ O/ dO, uw wm) Al) WIN) — 


Country 
India 
India 
England 
Australia 
Australia 


New Zealand 


New Zealand 


Sri Lanka 


West Indies 


Australia 


>>» CRICKET RATINGS 
————_- 





CEAT INTERNATIONAL CRICKETER OFTHEYEAR = = = 


A straightforward system: points are accumulated according to the number of runs, wickets and catches for individual ratings. 
For team ratings,away wins get more reward. Bonus points for milestones and series wins in each category. More details at www.pmgsports.com 


Player 


M Muralitharan 


A Stewart (wk) 


C Walsh 

M Atapattu 
W Akram 

S Jayasuriya 
Y Youhana 


Inzaman-ul-Haq 


D Gough 


S Anwar 


ESPN STAR SPORTS WITH SAMSUNG (ODI) 


Country 
Sri Lanka 
England 
West Indies 
Sri Lanka 
Pakistan 

Sri Lanka 
Pakistan 
Pakistan 
England 


Pakistan 


Bat 


0 
36 
0 
45 
II 


28 


Bowl 


53 


29 


Field Total 


53 
50 
49 
47 
43 
38 
33 
29 
29 
29 


Rating 


CO} 0} CO;N! ow] WwW b&b] wl] NY 


Only performances of last 18 months are taken into account on the basis of level of the opposition, the match venue, 
importance of a specific tournament and the importance of a specific match within the tournament. More details at www.espnstar.com 


Bowlers (Top 10) 


Player 

S Ganguly 
S Tendulkar 
A Stewart 
R Ponting 
A Gilchrist 
N Astle 


R Twose 


Points 








A Gunawardena 


B Lara 
M Bevan 











AMUL 





Rank 


—|O;) OI N| Wl) Mm] 2) WwW VN 





Country Player Points 
Pakistan A Razzaq 70 
South Africa S Pollock 62 
Australia G McGrath 6| 
Pakistan W Akram 53 
Sri Lanka M Muralicharan 52 
South Africa L Klusener 45 
South Africa ‘J Kallis = 43 
Pakistan A Khan 42 
India A Kumble 38 
Australia B Lee 35 





Points are given on the basis of runs scored and wickets taken in the last 12 months. For team ratings, success percentage plays a major role. 
More details at www.cricket.amul.com 


Batsmen (Top 10) 


Player M 
Inzamam-ul-Haq 49 
S Ganguly 47 
M Atapattu 42 
S Tendulkar 39 
Y Yohana 54 
J] Kallis 42 
R Dravid 48 
5 Jayasuriya 42 
A Flower 42 
A Gilchrist 39 


ll ratings as on 21st October 


A 





Rank 


Olaol ni | nl nm, & wl n 


° 


HS Ave 100’s 
138 47.82 5 
153* 43.82 7 
216* 46.13 5 
217 46.98 6 
115 36.20 4 
115 45.58 2 
153 32.37 3 
188 33.00 3 
129 37.20 Zz 
149% 39.34 2 


Player 


S Ganguly 
M Bevan 

R Twose 
STendulkar 
R Ponting 
G Kirsten 
A Gilchrist 
J Kallis 

S Anwar 


G Hick 










Team Rating 


| 


PRICEWATERHOUSE COOPERS (ODI) 


Bonus points for the batsmen whose strike rates are better than their team's strike rate ip.a particular game. For bowlers, 
emphasis is also given to the economy rate. More details at www.pwcglobal.com/uk/eng/ins-sol/spec-int/cricket 


Career 

Points Avg 

805 45.16 
797 56.50 
740 40.98 
705 42.11 
695 39.97 
694 40.90 
694 33.35 
690 41.14 
679 39.44 
674 38.42 


Rank 


OlOINI adi wn] spl Wn |] = 


° 


Player 


G McGrath 


M Muralitharan 


A Mullally 
S Pollock 
D Gough 
R King 

S Warne 
M Ealham 
A Razzaq 
A Caddick 


| S Pollock 

A Razzaq 

R King 

| S$ Warne 

= A Kumble 

W Akram 
D Gough 

| B Lee 
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_ Bowler (Top 10) 


Team 


Aus 
Sri 

Eng 
SA 

Eng 
WI 

Aus 
Eng 
Pak 
Eng 


Rating 
Points 


839 
820 
802 
79\ 
768 
748 
746 
724 
703 
702 








Avg SW Best ER 
22.94 7 7-84 2.60 
20.48 3 5-48 2.90 
20.20 2 5-20 2.86 
23.74 2 5-3! 3.4 
22.28 J 5-51 3.34 
28.94 2 5-52 3.19 
31.35 3 6-67 3.19 
25.83 3 6-61 3.18 
23.84 2 “aero 3.28 
19.30 3 5-27 3.64 
= 


Career 
Avg 


23.64 
27.40 
25.83 
23.37 
23.61 
21.83 
24.82 
30.67 
22.85 
24.70 
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Sachin Tendulkar Is 
a batsman from a 
different planet. 
He has left 
everybody behind 
in the race to the 
top of the charts. 
He already has the 
highest number of 
centuries In 
One-day cricket 
against his name. 
In Nairobi, he also 
became the highest 

run-getter in the 
Shorter version of 
the game. 

Dileep 
Premacnanaran 
finds out what 

makes the 
young man ti 
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Earlier, | had to 





from the start. Once | started opening, 


all that changed. It's up to you t 


early in the innings 
















"IN HINDSIGHT, __ IT’S 
st mpossible to believe that it took 
i Tendulkar five years and 79 matches 
gre his first limited overs century. It was 
mes of unparalleled brilliance at Eden 
" kland against New Zealand, a few 
dis jcarlier, that set the tone for the 
m that would follow. Till that day, 
Arshad batted in the middle order, 





coming in at number four or five. The team 


management's experiment to open with the 
little maestro in order to make the most of 
the fielding restrictions in the initial overs 
turned out to be an inspired one. It not only 
won the match for the Indians but also utter- 
ly transformed Tendulkar’s One-day career. 
Till then, he had only shown glimpses of his 
undoubted class in the shorter version of the 
game. An average of 30.84 might be consid- 
ered respectable by most, but it did little jus- 
tice to a player of his quality. 
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Then, Eden Park happened. He blazed 
away to make 82 runs from a mere 49 balls. 
The bowlers had no idea what hit them, 
looking this way and that as perfectly decent 
deliveries were sent crashing into the bound- 
ary hoardings. After that little blitzkrieg, 
there was never really any question of 
Tendulkar dropping back down the order. 
Barring the occasional tactical decision to 
drop down (it has happened just 18 times 
since then), Tendulkar has always led the 
Indian charge for runs. As his astonishing 
record shows, it is a role that he seems to 
revel in - 186 innings since that fateful day 
in Auckland have produced 7784 runs, at an 
incredible average of 46.05. He has made 26 
hundreds and 35 fifties, a mind-boggling 
ratio of close to one score over 50 every 
three games. 

Speaking to CricketTalk, Sachin said, 
“Before, when I was batting lower down the 
order, I would usually come in after the 30th 
over or so and the situation demanded that 
I had to go for my shots from the start. 





CRICKET TALK # NOVEMBER 4, 2000 


Once | started opening, that changed. It’s up 
to you to take the initiative early on. If you 
don’, the bowling team will. When I open, 
I can pace myself better and try to make sure 
I bat through the 50 overs.” 

It seems almost funny to think of it now, 
but there was actually a time in the not too 
distant past when the master had to share 
the limelight with the likes of Saeed Anwar, 
Mark Waugh and the mercurial genius of 
Brian Lara. The magnificent foursome was 
bunched together in pursuit of Desmond 
Haynes’ record of 17 One-day international 
hundreds. Perhaps the endless debates over 
who was the best irked Tendulkar. We can’t 
be sure of that, but we do know that he 
stepped up a gear or two to leave the others 
choking on the smoke from his exhaust. 

Tendulkar prefers not to dwell on past 
glories though. “I don’t really think too 
much about what I’ve achieved so far or 
what lies ahead. I prefer to focus on the pres- 
ent. I’m happiest when I can make runs and 
help the Indian team win matches. There's 
no point just sitting "back and saying that 
I’ve scored 26 hundreds. There are always 
new challenges ahead.” 

These days, no one with even half a brain 
would question his status as the best there is. 
Perhaps only the legendary Sir Vivian 
Richards was as destructive a One-day bats- 
man as Sachin has shown himself to be over 
the past few seasons. Saeed Anwar said it all 
really after passing Haynes’ mark in Nairobi 
recently. “I’m not chasing Sachin,” he said. 
Regardless of whether he meant it or not, 
the fact is that no one is even within sniffing 
distance of Mumbai's favourite son. The 
past three seasons alone have seen him make 
more centuries (14) than most players can 
even dream of, leave alone emulate. 

Barry Richards attributes Sachin’s great- 
ness to a combination of factors. “He's light 
on his feet, sees the ball really early and is 
always looking to dominate the bowling. 
He’s the type of player who looks to stamp 
his authority on the game from the very first 
delivery he faces. There are lots of guys that 
score heavily but few show Sachin’s eager- 
ness to dominate. In that respect, there are 


Showing the way: Sachin Tendulkar displays 
the straight drive during an exclusive shoot for 
Adidas. (Facing page) In action at Sharjah 
during the match against Zimbabwe 


P COVER STORY <<< | 





shades of Viv Richards in his batting. 
Having said that, they are completely differ- 


ent players. Viv used to muscle the ball 
away, play with a real flourish, whereas 
Sachin is smaller and more compact, more 


orthodox in his strokeplay. Both men 
though have terrific hand speed while exe- 
cuting their strokes.” Considering that 
Barry Richards once made 325 runs ina day 
and knew a thing or two about dominating 


TOP 10 RUN-GETTERS IN ONE-DAYERS (Updated upto India-Zimbabwe match, Oct. 22) 


M I NO 
S Tendulkar (Ind) 255 248 22 
M Azharuddin (Ind) 334 308 54 
D Haynes (W)) 238 237 28 
A de Silva (SL) 268 260 26 
S Anwar (Pak) 211 208 16 
M Waugh (Aus) 22a 216 16 
A Ranatunga (SL) 269 255 47 
Inzamam (Pak) 231 219 3| 
) Miandad (Pak) 233 218 4 
S Malik (Pak) 283 256 38 
OTHER FORMER ONE-DAY GREATS 
V Richards (WI) 187 167 24 
D Jones (Aus) 164 161 25 
C Greenidge (Wl) 128 127 13 
M Crowe (NZ) 143 4 19 
Z Abbas (Pak) 62 60 6 
OTHERS CHASING TENDULKAR 
S Jayasuriya (SL) 214 206 8 
M Bevan (Aus) 145 129 44 
B Lara (WI) 173 169 15 
S Ganguly (Ind) S| 146 13 


Runs HS Ave 100 50 
9542 |86* 42.22 26 48 
9378 153* 36.92 7 58 
8648 (SF 41.37 17 57 
8334 145 35.61 VI 57 
7573 194 39.44 19 34 
7565 130 37.82 14 47 
7454 131* 35.83 4 49 
7418 137* 39.45 7 54 
738 119% 41.70 8 50 
7169 102 32.88 5 47 
672\ 189* 47.00 lI 45 
6068 145 44.6 7 46 
5134 |33* 45.03 lI 3| 
4704 107* 38.55 4 34 
2572 123 47.62 7 13 
5736 ht id 28.96 8 38 
4805 108* 56.52 5 32 
6526 169 42.37 13 42 
5950 183 44.73 15 33 


the bowlers, that’s high praise indeed. 

Despite having gone through a relatively 
lean patch since the Carlton and United 
series in Australia last year, he still averages 
just under 50 over the last three years (88 
matches). His critics have a point when they 
say that he hasn't been at his best recently. 
But when he gets it right, its worth going 
thousands of miles to see it. People have 
paid millions of dollars for the paintings of 
Van Gogh and Picasso, whilst the songs of 
Lennon and MacCartney still generate mil- 
lions by way of copyright revenue. 
Tendulkar is no Picasso though. The Basque 
was quite a character, so cocksure of his 
genius that he painted the words, Yo El Roy 
(I the King) on his forehead in a self-por- 
trait. 

Tendulkar, by contrast, has let his weighty 
willow do the talking for him. Over the last 
six years*or so, its been a one-sided conver- 
sation. The bowlers must hate it by now, 
though some of them would secretly admit 
to admiring the “eloquence” of his willow 
talk. 

Michael Holding, ‘Whispering Death’ 


during his playing days, says Sachin is an 


Ct 


85 
156 
59 
84 
39 
96 
63 
70 
7| 
8| 
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| don't think too much about what I've achieved so far. I'm happiest 
when | can make runs and help the Indian team win matches 
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He's 
looks to 


extremely difficult batsman to bowl to 
because “he’s technically very correct. He 
always seems calm and collected, in control 
of the situation. He doesn’t panic even when 
the team loses early wickets and he has to do 
the job more or less on his own. That's his 
greatest strength.” 

Like Barry Richards says, there have been 
many batsmen who have accumulated runs 
by the thousands. Few though have the abil- 
ity to turn a match on its head like Sachin 
does. Of the 26 tons that Tendulkar has 
scored with his unique combination of blis- 
tering power and grace, 21 have resulted in 
Indian victories. That's a success rate of 
almost 80 percent and it just emphasises 
how much of a team man Tendulkar is. 

We live in a skewed world where it has 
become almost fashionable to take pot-shots 
at genius. It stems from a feeling of one’s 
own inadequacy and pure jealousy. In a way, 
its sad because genius is a rare commodity, 





, sees the ball early. He's the type of player who 


from the first ball: Barry Richards 


something to be treasured. Perhaps the cyn- 
ics will only realise Tendulkar’s true worth 
when he calls it a day. Then they will look 
back and shake their heads with wonder at 
everything that he achieved. He has done 
enough already to go down in the history 
books as his generation’s premier batsman. 
Only the hopeless sentimentalist who com- 
pletely disregards facts would place the likes 
of Lara ahead of him. 

Steve Waugh, Tendulkar’s biggest rival in 
Test cricket, put it very simply when he said 
that the little man was “second only to 
Bradman”. I remember meeting some 
Australian fans in Bangalore (March 1998) 
after Australia had beaten India to salvage 
some pride after a series in which Tendulkar 
had put them to the sword. One fan, nurs- 
ing his beer and his wounded pride, told 
me, “No matter what you say, mate, I still 
think we're the best team in the world. But 
I'll grant you this, that little fella Tendulkar 


is different class. Hes simply awesome. 
We've heard stories about Bradman, for 
sure. But I honestly can’t imagine anyone 
batting better than Tendulkar has in this 
series. [he very thought’s scary, isn’t it?” 

Scary, yes. And wonderful too if you hap- 
pen to be an Indian cricket fan. And what's 
more, theres plenty more to come from 
India’s version of the Ferrari. There are many 
more laps to go in this race, and you can take 
it for granted that when he drives past the 
chequered flag, he would have left the others 
several laps behind. Alan Sillitoe wrote a 
wonderful story once about the loneliness of 
the long distance runner. Sachin Tendulkar 
would certainly know what that feels like. 
Having redefined the parameters for excel- 
lence in the One-day game, the only chal- 
lenge ahead of him now is how far he wants 
to stretch the boundaries. 


Cover photograph courtesy Adidas 








Thursdays 


Fridays 





They're HOT ! They're beautiful ! 
Make a date with 5 different sexy babes of action. 
Every night at 9.00 pm. rM 
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‘PULLING OUT 
HAIR, UNFAIR’ 

The ICC decision to keep umpire 
Darrel Hair out of all matches Sri 
_ Lanka is developing into a major 
controversy. The Australian Cricket 
Board has made it clear once again 
that they are not happy with the 
ICC decision. “My understanding is 
that no country has the right to 
veto an umpire’s appointment,” 
ACB chief executive Malcolm 
Speed said and emphasised that 
they stand by Darrel Hair. Sri Lanka 
has accused Hair of being biased 
against them after he called 
Muttiah Muralitharan for chucking. 
Looks like a major confrontation is 
in the offing. 





LUCKY 13 

An interesting part of the recent 
Red Stripe Bowl semi-final match 
between West Indian domestic 
giants Leeward islands and 
Barbados was that at least 13 
players in both teams have played 
for West Indies. Leeward Islands 
managed to win even though they 
made only 169 runs . Barbados 
were all out for 156. Last year 
Leeward Islands lost to Jamaica in 
the finals. Among new names that 
have surfaced at this year’s 
domestic circuit is that of batsman 
Carl Tuckett of Leeward Islands. 








ese: PE Pd ais 


EXPOSED 


Dinesh Chopra 


JAY JADEJA WAS A 
worthyealleropnder with a gum-chewing 
nonchalance amd a back-slapping cama- 
raderie which pepped up the Indian team 
and helped put up some useful scores on the 
board. But on the day three months back 
when the CBI officials in New Delhi ques- 
tioned him in their office situated in the 
shadow of the gigantic Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium, Jadeja was a little more than a 
blubbering, sorry sight. 

Officials had been questioning him for a 
couple of hours about some phone numbers 
and Jadeja had brushed them aside. But 
when one of the three main bookies was 
called in to the investigating room, and 
when confronted by what he had earlier told 
the CBI, Jadeja cracked up. Then followed 
some useful revelations, though Jadeja tried 
to convince the inspectors that he had never 
let the country down. Jadeja’s case was also 


* 


Azharuddin made 60 phone calls one 

day, probably to Mukesh Gupta. 
Normally it would have been 

impossible to investigate a case 

where, with a few telephone calls 

: dui ing a match, crores of rupees 
: ene hands 
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weakened by the fact that the authorities 
had information about the huge sums of 
money he had spent to buy a house in a 
south Delhi colony and then to redo it. 
Whether Jadeja actually threw matches in 
exchange for money will never fully be 
proved. But as the first phase of the six- 
month investigations by the CBI concluded 
with a report of around 200 pages, cricket's 
most shameful phase, covered under layers 
of glitz and hype, lay shamefully exposed. 
According to information available with 
CricketTalk, Mohammad Azharuddin and 
Ajay Jadeja have been directly linked to 
match-fixing charges after a large number of 
calls were made from their phones to book- 
ies. Former opener-turned-commentator 
Navjot Singh Sidhu and off-spinner Nikhil 
Chopra, apart from Kapil Dev, came with- 
in the purview of the CBI inquiry but there 
has been 
against them. It is believed that all of 


not clinching evidence 


them would have at one stage or the other 


_ Ajay Jadeja tried to explain 
away the 62 calls he had made 
to one bookie on the day of the 

match as a result of 
‘superstition’, and that he 
never got out if he made cails 
to a particular number | 





‘Nikhil Chopra came within 
the purview of the CBI 
enquiry but there is no 

clinching evidence against 
him. It is believed that he 
would have at one stage or 

_ the other dealt with bookies | 


dealt with bookies. 

Ironically, Manoj Prabhakar, who first 
took the lid off the betting scam by his sen- 
sational revelation five years ago that an 
Indian player (now identified as Kapil Dev) 
offered him money to throw the match, has 
also been found to be involved with book- 
ies. About five or six years back Prabhakar 
and Ajay Sharma were the leading fixers 
operating from Delhi till they split, most 
probably due to problems related with slush 
money. that time that 
Prabhakar decided to come clean with the 
sensational disclosure. It is quite likely that 


It was around 


one of the bookies squealed on Prabhakar. 
Incidentally, a case of cheating has also been 
registered against Prabhakar for his associa- 
tion with a private finance company which 
collected money from small investors in and 
around Nainital and the Garhwal region 
and then promptly closed shop. 

A crucial role was played by Ali Irani, 
team physio, for almost a decade. At many 
stages he is believed to have acted as the 
middleman between the bookies and the 
players. Though he often only passed on 
information gathered from players, he 
sometimes acted on his own and was report- 
edly crucial in passing on information about 
team composition on the eve of the match. 
Such information is valuable to bookies to 
fix odds. Irani was interrogated for three 
hours on July 1. 

Other cricketers too, including West 
Indies superstar Brian Lara and former 
Australian middle-order batsman Dean 


Former india coach Kapil Dev 
is likely to get off with minor 
bruises since neither 
phone calls allegedly made by 
him could be traced to him, 
nor did any bookie directly | 
name him | 





Jones, are likely to be named in the report, 
for suspected involvement with bookies. 
The Kenya versus West Indies match in the 
World Cup 1996 in Pune is now being tout- 
ed as evidence of West Indian involvement. 
Jones has been a regular visitor to India 
apparently for business reasons but it is 
doubtful if he will be directly charged with 
being a fixer. His involvement, however, is 
certain according to top sources. 

The convincing 
Azharuddin, —_Jadeja, Sharma, 


Prabhakar, and to a certain extent against 


evidence against 


Ajay 


Nayan Mongia, will be a body blow to the 
game and the BCCI will have a lot of clean- 
ing-up to do. What has helped the CBI 
bring one of the most eagerly awaited 
reports to a close is that some of the bookies 
involved in match fixing, Mukesh Gupta, 
Rajesh Kalra, Hiren Hathi, gave all possible 
information to the CBI. Mobile phone 
records were clinching proof too. Azhar was 
found to have made around 60 phone calls 
a day, most probably to Mukesh Gupta. 

In fact, it was the cooperation of the 
bookies that made the CBI investigations 
move to a definite conclusion. Normally it 
would have been impossible to investigate a 
case where with a few telephone calls on the 
day of the match, the toss and possible 
scores are discussed and crores of rupees 
change hands. Beneficiaries can at best be 
booked for tax violations and accumulation 
of property and wealth. It was the CBI 
which passed on information about certain 
cricketers to tax officials, which in turn 
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PUNISHMENT FOR 
PARTY BOY 

Roger Telemachus, the South 
African opening bowler is in all 
sorts of trouble. Being suspended _ | 
for a match for an on-the-pitch 
brush with Rahul Dravid was just 
the beginning. It seems that off the 
field too he has been creating 
problems for the team. He 
apparently played the match 
against India after an all-night 
partying session. Sources say he 
might be handed out a three-match 
suspension. This comes at a time 
when the South African bowling 
after a long time looks very 
vulnerable. The series against New 
Zealand will see some South 
African heads roll. 





AP 


BANGLA BASHING 
Bangladesh, the newest entrants 

into the Test arena, realised just 

how hard life on the road can be | 

when they were steamrolled 0-3 in 

a three-match ODI series against a 

Dale Benkenstein led South African 

Invitation XI. In two of those 

matches they score 51 and 57, 

they lost the other by seven 

wickets. 
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CRISIS MANAGER 
The BCCI has appointed 
K Madhavan 63, former director of 
the CBI as its commissioner of 
inquiry. “l am to function as a judge 
in the event of anything untoward 
happening in the game. It might be 
a player complaining against 
another, a player complaining 
against an official, an official doing 
the same against a player. The 
purpose of my appointment is to 
ensure that the game is free of 
unnecessary and dubious 
controversies and corruption. Once 
a matter is referred to me, | shall 
weigh the evidence available and 
give the BCC my judgement,” 
Madhavan told CricketTalk. 


BACHER’S REPLACEMENT 
A new phase in South African 
cricket is beginning with Gerald 
Majola taking over from Ali Bacher 
as the first black managing director 
of the United Cricket Board of 
South Africa. Majola, who will 
assume charge in January said he 
will try to emulate his predecessor 
Bacher. Observers feel that Majola 





will have a lot of work to do, 
considering how hyperactive the 
two cellphone-wielding Bacher is. 
Majola was a member of the 
governing council of UCBSA and his 
name was shortlisted by a head- 
hunting firm. Bacher has not gone 
into retirement but will take over a 
bigger responsibility - as chaitman 
of the committee organising the 
2003 World Cup in South Africa. 
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it has been said that a crucial role 


was played by Ali Irani, team physio, 

for almost a decade. At many stages 
he is believed to have acted as the 
middieman between the bookies 


and the players 


prompted an income-tax search. This was in 
fact the two-pronged strategy that the inves- 
tigating authorities did. The ploy worked. 

After being called into the room, all the 
cricketers were confronted with telephone 
numbers and information which the CBI 
already had. The bookies who by now had 
been softened up were placed in the adjoin- 
ing rooms while the cricketers were being 
questioned. Both Jadeja and Azharuddin 
first denied any direct involvement and 
knowledge of the phone numbers. The 
bookies were then called in and there was no 
getting away. Jadeja then pleaded that 
though he had links with the bookies he 
never let his country down. He tried to 
explain away the 62 calls he had made to 
one bookie on the day of the match as 
‘superstition and that he never got out if he 
made calls to a particular number. 

Azharuddin’s link with ‘MK’ was exposed 
when Cronje under oath named him 
(Azharuddin) as the man who introduced 
him to MK. Azharuddin denied any friend- 
ship with MK, but the bookie seems to have 
squealed to the CBI. The report is likely to 
reveal the role played by Ajay Sharma in 
roping in Azharuddin. Sharma was close to 
Mukesh Gupta even before Azharuddin 
came into the picture. Sharma is now 
known to have bribed a groundsman of 
Ferozshah Kotla to aid spinners. This could 
quite possibly be the India-Pakistan match 
in February 1999 in which Kumble got 10 
wickets in an innings, but there is no clinch- 
ing evidence. 

Mukesh Gupta, who was a bank clerk, is 
believed to have made his first million 
through cricket betting and later as a fixer. 


CRICKET TALK [I NOVEMBER 4, 2000 


ironically, Prabhakar, has also 
olc\ctaMmcelllaremcemel-Mmla\ ve) clemviiag 
bookies. About five years back 
he and Ajay Sharma were the 
leading fixers from Delhi till 
they split, most probably due to 
problems over slush money 





He told the CBI that he was no longer a 
bookie but is concentrating on his business 
as a jeweller. It is believed that the only 
other bookie who can give more informa- 
tion on the role of cricketers in match-fix- 
ing is London-based Sanjeev Chawla, who 
is likely to appear before the King 
Commission. 

Kapil Dev is likely to get off with minor 
bruises since neither phone calls could be 
traced to him, nor did any bookie directly 
name him. There were, however, allegations 
by a senior BCCI official, seen on the 
Tehelka video to the effect that India’s choos- 
Ing not to enforce the follow-on in the 
India-New Zealand Test in Ahmedabad 
could have been fixed by Dev in collusion 
with “Hathi’, overruling the then skipper 
Sachin Tendulkar. 

The CBI report cannot lead to any litiga- 
tion since none of the players or bookies 
named in the report can be booked under 
the Prevention of Corruption Act, as none 
of them are government servants. Only the 
BCCI can take action against them. 

The report is likely to be placed in 
Parliament. The reason why this will be 
done is because questions were asked about 
the match-fixing allegations. Neither the 
government nor the sports ministry is 
involved in the running of sport in the 
country, apart from funding. The BCCI is 
also not obliged to inform the sports min- 
istry about any action taken, though in this 
case it will. 

Once the CBI report is published, it will 
take more than many sparkling centuries 
and _ chest-thumping victories for Indian 
cricket to wash away the shame. 


HOWZZat? 








Wasim Akram contests the fine imposed by PCB. Rahul Bhattacharya reports 


N CRICKET THE APPEAL 

MWWAYS PRECEDES THE verdict. Legal 
processes are not quite as straight-forward. 
Wasim Akram, the greatest Pakistani crick- 
eter of the last decade, has been caught out 





in dubious circumstances by the commis- 
sion of inquiry into match-fixing in Pakistan 
and will now make a formal protest against 
a Rs 300,000 fine slapped on him by the 
Pakistan Cricket Board . 

The fine, following the recommendation 
of the Justice Qayyum Commission, is in 
Akram’s lawyer,. Hassan Tariq Rahim’s 
The 


Qayyum report does contain several 


(qq i. a » 
words, “a contradiction of terms”. 


damning testimonies against Akram, 
notably those of former players 
Ata-ur-Rehman, Aamir Sohail, 
Aaqib Javed, Rashid Latif and 
former managers Intikhab 

Alam and Haroon Rashid. & 
However, Qayyum finds no 


‘hard’ 
Akram and while making 


evidence against 
2 

his recommendations, he 

makes this clear: “The evi- 

Wasim 


Akram has not come up 


dence against 
to the requisite level, pri- 
marily because of Ata- 
ur-Rehman’s 


himself. 


This Commission is 


perjuring 


willing to give him the 
benefit of doubt. 
However, there has 
been some evidence 
to cast doubt on his 
integrity. As such, 
this 
recommends 
he be 
from the captaincy 
of the Pakistan cricket 
team and a person of 


Commission 
that 
removed 


impeccable character be 
appointed. 

Moreover, he should be 
censured, kept under watch 


and_ his should be 


finances 


investigated.” 

Akram’s legal team is peeved because 
Qayyum, in his own words, is “willing to 
give Akram the benefit of doubt” .The fine 
therefore comes in nature of a penalty. 

According to Tariq, “The evidence 
brought on record against our client (Wasim 
Akram) does not in any manner implicate 


him, directly or indirectly. 
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Every testimony against him was contest- 
ed during the course of the inquiry” 

The Rs three lakh sum is not a staggering 
amount, but has far-reaching implications 
on a players employment opportunities 

beyond cricket. Akram 
himself was earlier 





































not considered 
for the British 
television chan- 
nel, Channel Four, 
commentary team 
because of his tar- 
nished image. The 
withdrawal of the fine 
will go some way in 
restoring Akram’s credi- 
bility. As 
“This sort of thing obvi- 


Tariq says, 
ously puts an 
unnecessary stigma on a 
player, and will affect Wasim’s 
career progression in the media 
after cricket.” 

The process of an appeal 
however, is a long-winded one. 
As things stand, Akram’s lawyers 
have only responded to a PCB let- 
ter asking the deposition of the fine 
amount, by indicating that the 

penalty is unwarranted and will 

be contested. A formal represen- 
tation of this would be made to 
the patron of the PCB, Rafiq 

Tarar (also president of Pakistan) 
soon enough. 

Further complicating issues, is PCB 
chairman, General Taugir Zia’s call to the 
President to re-open the inquiry into 
match-fixing and betting in Pakistan. 

However, Tariq says, “Since nothing is 
in black and white on that front, we will 
wait and watch what happens. The 
appeal against the current fine will 
nema.” 

It is unlikely that the PCB will consider 
the appeal — not a single successful protest 
has been made by the tainted players thus 
far. Akram’s legal team can only hope that 
the old Shakespeare rhetoric has some truth 
to it. “Who so firm that cannot be 
seduced?” 
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KNOW THE ENEMY FIRST 


Little awareness about the opponent is dangerous. Yuvraj Singh 
and Zaheer Khan proved this to us 


he great beauty of sport is its unpredictabili- 
ty and in One-day cricket this feature is what 
makes it so popular with spectators and play- 





ers alike. Who for instance would have nominated a 
New Zealand versus India final before the aptly 
titled ‘Spirit of Africa ICC tournament began? In 
all fairness these two teams deserved to be there 





STEVE WAUGH 


because they were the hungriest, most focused and 
The 


Australian side certainly got quite a shock in our 


sharpest sides to grace the turf in Nairobi. 


quarter-final against India with the so called lesser 
lights doing the damage. 

Knowing very little about an opponent is a dan- 
gerous hazard of our job, as one can be caught out 
with game plans and what to 
expect. The big advantage 
for a newcomer, is obviously 
the fact that he can go out 


Zaheer Khan '6oF 


Flee uel 





and play his natural game 


ere rl | | 





without having to worry 
about the opposing team 
knowing his weaknesses. He 
can play without any expec- 
tation or carry the burden of 


= 
ite afi, 
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pressure and of course he 
will know the opposition 
players well from having seen them on television. 
The performances of Yuvraj Singh and Zaheer Khan 
against us were very impressive not so much in their 
skill level and composure, but in their aggressive atti- 
tudes and imposing body language. This display of 
confidence and self-belief certainly wasn’t evident on 
the recent Australian tour where many players 
looked disinterested and dispirited once the tough 
slog of touring abroad became too much of a strain. 
For Indian cricket these guys are fantastic news and 
although it’s only early days Khan looks like a gen- 
uine quick with pace up around that of Srinath 
whilst Singh hits the ball as clean as anyone and isn't 
afraid to back himself. Of course a truer test of their 
worth may be forthcoming in Test matches where 
any frailties will be harshly exposed and the stakes 
will be much higher. 
Congratulations must go to New Zealand who are 
a very competent One-day side with no apparent 
stars outside of Chris Cairns, but a side that plays as 
a unit and builds victories around disciplined, 
enthusiastic bowling and partnership batting all the 
way down the order. To win a major One-day series 
without probably their three main bowlers in Cairns, 











In the attitude: Winners Yuvraj Singh (left) Zaheer Khan 





Nash and Vettori shows that the “Black Caps’ are a 
resilient, tough group who thoroughly deserved their 


success, through hard work and excellent planning. 

Looking forward to our international season in 
Australia I’m glad in some ways Walsh has decided to 
tour Australia one more time. He is a world class 
athlete on the verge of immortality, only being 17 
away from 500 Test match wickets. To play against 
the best and do well should always be our goal. 
Curtly Ambrose who ‘thankfully’ decided 405 Test 
wickets at 20.99 was sufficient. The Windies batting 
will of course look to Brian Lara for its inspiration 
and leadership, which I’m sure will come to the fore 
because he likes nothing better than to take on the 
best bowlers in the world and with Lee, McGrath 
and Warne waiting, it will be a colossal battle. 

The emergence of Sarwan as a quality Test player 
will be interesting to watch as he has the job of lead- 
ing the inexperienced and younger members of the 
side to the next level to take the burden of the expe- 
rienced players. 

The choice of Jimmy Adams as captain was one 
made by smart people as he is a natural leader who 
commands respect and I look forward to engaging 
him in battle for a series that will produce exciting, 
ageressive Test match cricket. 
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Forget the bookies, forget the courts, forget the things that make you feel bitter. The 
game is greater than the allegations, reports and commissions. And the only courts 
where it should be judged are in the gullies, streets and playgrounds. There's been 
enough said. It's time to get back to playing cricket in the true spirit of the game. 








LESSONS FROM TRE LOWLY 


The New Zealanders played as if their lives depended on winning 
the ICC Knockout. The Indians were woefully inadequate 


BISHAN SINGH 
BEDI 








ndian cricket was in real mess both on and off 

the field, not very long ago. And many anti- 

cricket elements were having a ball. Or so it 
seemed. 

Indeed, there was a glorious opportunity for less- 
er known sports federations to capitalise on the 
hate cricket wave sweeping across the country. 

Sadly, the insipid Indian display in Sydney 
Olympics left many a well-wisher of Indian sports 
in complete disarray. Witch-hunting is a favourite 
pastime patented by the largest democracy in the 
world. Post-mortems will raise fair amount of din, 
which will die in due course. At least, that has been 
the case of official apathy towards sports in the last 
50 years. We will forever find fault with sports peo- 


ple. Never with sports officials who will seldom 
hesitate to hail the national commitment of the 
athletes from the western world. Damn the con- 
cept. We have plenty to learn from countries like 
Kenya and Ethiopia. 

Let there be an earnest national debate on 
whether Indians should participate at international 
level at all for the next 20 years or so. There is plen- 
ty to pick from Chinese wisdom, very much an 
eastern strength. Lest I finish up barking up the 
wrong tree yet again, let us assume the ball is in the 
court of the Ministry of Sports. 

Personally, I am reasonably clear in my mind: We 
either bring sports on the concurrent list of priori- 


Per a0 ~~ ~ | _hAN ] - rathar aaae , P [-: Parearer a 
ties or close shop altogether. Change of attitude 
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Indians woefully inadequate: Ganguly's captaincy 
lapses and the Kiwi's need to win decided the final 


towards sports is needed. And now. There has got 
to be some determined lip-biting in and around the 
corridors of the Ministry of Sports . 

Back to my very own discipline, we saw a lot of 
the “spirit of Africa” in Nairobi. How I wish some- 
one had used timely imagination of “the spirit of 
cricket in Africa”. We are after all talking cricket 
aren't we? The “safari” part was a coincidence. And 
indeed a privilege for some who abhorred the idea 
of globalising cricket, but were not averse to the 
freebie trip to the capital of East Africa. 

Well, we ought to be familiar with our overbear- 
ing sports officials — they adore the march pasts or 
else try and gatecrash meetings they are not invit- 
ed to. We do have some very stubborn sports offi- 
cials who can win medals galore for their tenacity 
to hang on to their offices, no matter what. The 
longevity of an Indian sports official in office needs 
to be probed. And I don’t mean just the cricket offi- 
cials. The government guidelines need to be dusted 








yet again. The demoralised nation will take a long 
time to forget the Sydney nightmare. 

Suddenly, Nairobi provided a ray of hope to R K 
Laxman’s common man who's forever being led up 
the garden path. Many a time I have imagined 
myself as Laxman’s immortal creation, balding and 
greying and with a baffled expression. Only, I have 
never worn a tattered check kurta! I became 
Laxman’s fan very early in my playing days and 
imbibed a fairly original principle-always hope for 
the best and be prepared for the worst. At least 
then the despondency bit gets wiped out on its 
own. Also, we must realise that the world around 
us forms an opinion of us based largely on the 
opinions we have of ourselves. Sadly, the overall 
confidence of the sporting scenario is at a pretty 
low ebb. But I do believe firmly that there is no 
problem that can’t be solved with a pad, a pen and 
a little imagination. In other words, communica- 
tion is the key to all understanding. 

Unfortunately, this very “key” got misplaced in 
our bid to play the “favourites” in the finals of the 
ICC Knockout 


Kenya. 


tournament in 


Once again we needn't look at 
the top teams of the world. There is 
so much to learn from the lowly 
placed “Black Caps”. Both Chris 
Cairns and Chris Harris played as if 
their own existence depended on a 
New Zealand win. Nothing short 
would do. 

In stark comparison, the Indians 
were woefully inadequate in the 
team requirement and collective 
thinking. Admittedly, 
Ganguly allowed his captaincy laps- 
es to pull the entire team down. 

This happens when the leader thinks he can win on 
his own. This Indian team is at best a fairly charged 
up and disciplined lot. But there are lacunae which 


Saurav 


cannot be removed in a jiffy. 

The important lesson from Kenya is more faith 
in the youth of the land. Yuvraj Singh is outstand- 
ing. Zaheer Khan is good, needs to work on his leg 
strength and speed. Vijay Dahiya too is safe but too 
loud for any neutral umpire. Must do his work qui- 
etly and efficiently. Two people don’t appear to be a 
part of the unit — Vinod Kambli and Ajit Agarkar. 
Hemang Badani and Sunil Joshi must play in 
Sharjah. Reetinder Sodhi, V V S Laxman and 
Murali Karthik are waiting in the wings. Good 
signs for Indian cricket. 

Can’t say the same for a foreign coach. However, 
I shall let the traditions of Indian hospitality get the 
better of me and would welcome John Wright or 
Greg Chappell and then let the events decide on 
the wisdom of our cricket administrators. 

Poor AnshumanGaekwad shall go down as a stop 
gap arrangement only. Very unfair. 
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®ut | believe firmly 
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| believe in every street, gully and corridor, children 
will always play cricket in the true spirit of the game. — 


| believe as long as there’s a sky above and 
ground below | will continue to play the game. 
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"Ihelieve it’s time to get back to the game. 











Greg Chappell 











John wright 


Geoff Marsh 


The race for the post of Indian coach had narrowed down to two when suddenly Geoff 
Marsh threw his hat in the ring again. Rajan Bala analyses the three former cricketers 
— Greg Chappell, Jonn Wright and Geoff Marsh — who are hoping to shape the destiny 


of Indian cricket over the next few months 


Wis Australian selectors 
left Geoffirey Robert 
Marsh out of the Test team, 
preferring Michael Slater, cap- 
tain Allan Border threatened 
to resign. 

‘Swampy must be one of the 
few to average higher in limit- 
ed overs than in the longer 
version (39.97 to 33.19). 

His value to Australia in One- 
dayers lay in his trying to play 
right through the innings as an 
opener with the strokemakers 
performing around him. This 
enabled him to make as many 
as nine centuries. In Tests, he 
had but four even though he 
opened the batting often. 

Marsh made his debut for 
Western Australia on his 19th 
birthday, decided to give up 
football and concentrate on 
cricket. Failure irked him. 
Back in the team in 1981-82 
he scored his first century. In 
1983-84 season, batting lower 
in the order, he had two cen- 
turies. Marsh's Test debut was 
against India in 1985-86 and 
he batted initially at number 
three. In the second innings of 





Is ex-Aussie coach, and vice captain, Geoff 
Marsh really interested in coaching India? 


the second Test, he was asked 
to open and along with the 
stocky David Boon combined 
to become the most effective 
opening pair for Australia 
since Bobby Simpson and Bill 
Lawry. 

In the 1989 series against 
England he had a new partner 
in the left-hander Mark Taylor 
and their stand of 329 for the 
first wicket in Nottingham is 
still the best for Australia 
against the old adversary. 


Andy Roberts 


THE ALSO RANS 


As a person he remains affable 
and approachable. But to what 
extent he was a successful 
Australian coach after he took 
over from Bobby Simpson in 
1996 has to be determined. 
He handled an Australian 
team already regarded as the 
best in both formats of the 
game. He had played with 
both Mark Taylor and Steve 
Waugh, the two captains.. He 
was the coach when Australia 


won the World Cup at Lord’s 





Dean Jones 
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in 1999, and a player when 
they won in 1987. 

The BCC] and the recruiting 
committee, comprising the 
president, A C Muthiah, chair- 
man of the National Cricket 
Academy, Raj Singh 
Dungarpur, the NCA director, 
Hanumant Singh and former 
Test captain turned umpire, 

S Venkataraghavan, must be 
wondering whether Marsh is 
really serious. What can 
explain his decision of a fort- 
night ago to withdraw from 
the race and then change his 
mind? He had, after all, relin- 
quished the Australian coach- 
ing assignment to be with his 
family. Is it the money or the 
challenge? 

Most of India’s batsmen need 
to be better equipped to han- 
dle the short fast and rising 
delivery. Who can teach this 
the best? Then, a coach has to 
be involved tactically. Marsh 
was his country’s vice captain. 

The committee surely has its 
task cut out. Maybe a poll 
should be taken among the 
players. 
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>>> IN THE NEWS 


CONTENDER NO.1: GREG CHAPPELL 


Suitable boy? 


He has cricket in his blood. A great batsman and a very good captain too. He Is a 
perfectionist and Indian cricket could do with one or two like him 





give birth to three. bays who would all play 
for Australia, and two of them would even 
lead with distinction. Her father Victor 
Richardson had been Australia’s captain. 
There was cricket in the blood. Husband 
Martin took a fatherly interest in the 


progress of his boys who were educated at 
Prince Alfred College. Martin was also the 
official South Australia 
Cricket Association. 

As the second son, Gregory Stephen, pre- 


scorer for the 


pares to step into the position of India’s 
national coach, it would be significant to 
outline a career in international cricket 
which had only one dark moment and many 
bright ones. Greg, as he has always been 
known, was born on August 7, 1948 in 
Unley, an Adelaide suburb. 

The influence of his older brother Ian 
Michael is well known. But the two are as 
different as chalk and cheese. Ian is emo- 
tional, frank, researched and thoughtful. 
Greg, in comparison, is reticent, though 
those who have bowled to him in interna- 
tional cricket will happily vouch for the fact 
that he was all steel and resolution. His ele- 
gant stroke-play gave a lot of people the 
impression that he was cavalier in nature 
too. How could he have been one when at 
Lord’s in 1972, against England, he made 
131 in © six hours? 
Significantly, he hit his first four after three 


and-a-quarter 


hours in the middle because his task was to 
help Australia consolidate its position. 

Between the two brothers they captained 
Australia in 76 Tests, Ian (30) and Greg 
(46). Ian won 15, lost five and drew 10 
while Greg won 20, drew and lost 13 each. 
For a family to have 35 wins to 18 defeats is 
creditable indeed. 
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Even the quality of leadership came from 
the grandfather’s genes, because Victor 
Richardson was regarded as an inspirational 
leader who went all out to win. 

After his retirement, Greg was associated 
with the Australian Cricket Board in various 
capacities, including as a selector, but 
resigned in 1988 citing his frustration at the 
archaic nature of the Australian cricket 
administration. He went into sports promo- 
tion. Presently he coaches his original state 
South Australia, though he had deserted it 
to better his prospects in Queensland 





in his playing days. 
As one who had the privilege of watching 
Greg bat and make an unbeaten 204 at 


Sydney against our players, and take five 
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wickets in an innings in One-day cricket 
against us, it makes it that bit easier to assess 
him as a performer. It is difficult when one 
has to depend on accounts from other play- 
ers who have pitted their skills against him. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the 
only batsman who measures up to Greg’s 
skills and elegance is the New Zealander 
Martin Crowe. Greg was elegance personi- 
fied and more inclined to get on to the front 
foot. He might have had his odd moment of 
discomfiture against the really fast short- 
pitched delivery, but then which batsman in 
the game can claim that he handled this par- 
ticular delivery with utmost confidence? 
Someone like Viv Richards was fortunate 
that he was not really on the receiving end 
except in 1975-6 when Lillee and Thomson 
went all out. 

It was his felicity on the on side which 
marked him out as a quality player. Be it the 
pick-up shot against the inswinger or the 
on-drive his balance was near perfect. He 
probably played fast bowling better than 
spin. But then his record speaks for him. 

In 87 Tests he had 7110 runs at an aver- 
age of 53.86 and 24 centuries including 
three doubles. Interestingly he only played 
19 overseas Tests but made eight centuries in 
these. In 68 home Tests he had 16 centuries, 
his favourite ground being the ’Gabba in 
Brisbane where he notched five. 

He had four each in Melbourne and 
Sydney and two in Perth. Ironically, at the 
ground where he played his initial cricket, 
and always regarded as the truest pitch in 
Australia, the Adelaide Oval, he had only 
one century. 

Other than his 24 Test tons, he had seven 
others in international cricket and against 
bowling that was surely better, more testing 
and probing than he must have encountered 
in most of the regular Tests. For Australia, 
against the Rest of the World in 1971-2 (in 
lieu of the cancelled tour by South Africa), 





CAPTAIN 


he registered unbeaten scores of 115 and 
197. In the World Championship Series 
introduced by Kerry Packer, he had scores of 
174 and 246 and in the super Tests that fol- 
lowed in the Caribbean he had three cen- 
turies. Seven more centuries against top 
quality bowling but which do not figure in 
the records. That would have given him an 
overall tally of 31, ahead of Sir Donald 
Bradman whose Test runs aggregate he 
exceeded. Sir Don made 29 centuries. 

He has known failure. In 1981-82 from 
mid-December to late January he went 
through an inexplicably lean trot making 
eight noughts in 15 successive innings in 
both Tests and One-dayers. These included 
four successive noughts. Nothing went right 
for him. Throughout his playing career his 
health was always suspect. In fact, he had 
suffered a bout of Bell’s Palsy. That he over- 
came such setbacks only emphasises the 
determination of the individual. And he fin- 
ished as he had come in, with a century. A 
century on debut and one in his last Test. 
That is signing off in style. 

It was during the final Test against 
Pakistan that he revealed his intentions to 
his brother during a television interview. 
Talk about loyalty. 

The grapevine had it New Zealander John 
Wright almost had the job, having been rec- 
ommended by India’s captain and vice cap- 
tain, Saurav Ganguly and Rahul Dravid 
respectively, as well as by former Australian 
captain and coach, Bobby Simpson. But a 


chip in with the ball, bowling seam up or leg 
spin. When he was with Somerset in the sea- 
sons 1968 and 1969 his seam bowling 
improved with advice from Bill Alley, the 
Australian all-rounder, who had missed 
playing for his country. As a slip catcher he 
was excellent as his 122 Test catches bear 
testimony. 

It must be a challenge to Greg to be able 
to forge the Indian players available to him 
into a cohesive and winning force. But he 
would not have made his bid had he not 


It must be a challenge to Greg 
Chappell to be able to 


forge the the Indianpl ayers 
available to him into a cohesive 


and winning force 


rethink was brought about because Greg 
threw his hat into the fray. Moreover, Sachin 
Tendulkar seems to be enamoured by Greg’s 
very impressive credentials. Why not? If the 
Board of Control for Cricket in India is 
ready to cough up a small fortune to a for- 
eign coach, then get the man with the most 
impressive credentials. 

Greg was a more laidback and less intense 
than his brother Ian as captain. But he liked 
to win too. He could always be expected to 


been confident of being able to achieve. He 
is a perfectionist as his batting showed. A 
classical high grip on the bat and drives that 
left 
admiration. 

The bright moments of his wonderful 


fieldsmen mute and frozen in 


career have been highlighted. But now we 
have to dwell on that one dark moment. 
That was when he asked his brother Trevor 
to bowl underarm to Brian McKechnie in 
the Benson and Hedges final of 1981 with 
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Will to win: Good players, Kapil] Dev and Greg Chappell (facing page). But good coaches? 


New Zealand needing six to win off the last 
ball of the innings. Even McKechnie, a for- 
mer All Black full back (rugby), could do 
nothing about the grubber. Looking at the 
brighter side of this dark incident, which 
both brothers have never really lived down, 
it probably indicates Greg’s fierce desire not 
to lose. Greg, it must be said, has ever 
remained contrite when this incident is 
mentioned. 

In the third Test in Melbourne in 1980- 
81, when Sunil Gavaskar staged a walkout 
after he felt that he had been deliberately 
declared lbw to Lillee by umpire Rex 
Whitehead, when he was not, there was great 
tension in the stadium. Gavaskar went fum- 
ing but Chauhan his partner returned. Very 
few people knew (and it is hardly likely that 
the Indian team’s management consisting of 
Wing Commander Durrani and Bapu 
Nadkarni did) that Greg, the Australian cap- 
tain, was aware of the latest law (introduced 
in 1980) regarding dismissals — timed out. 
When I asked him what he would have done 
if Chauhan and another batsman had not 
returned, he replied, “I would have timed 
out the remaining batsmen.” This was before 
the days of the match referee, who can award 
a match to a side after being convinced that 
the situation warrants such a drastic deci- 
sion. Yes, Greg Chappell is quite ruthless 
when it comes to the game. Maybe Indian 
cricket needs a dose of ruthlessness. 
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The Wright choice? 


He has experience, cricketing savvy and a friendly disposition. John Wright can lead 
Indian cricket in the right direction 


HEN HE ANNOU- 
firem¢nt from international 
cricketthe then dditor of Wisden described 

=, HD A 
him asittie one Who had the “the most beau- 
tiful nfanners “bf his generation.” John 
Geoffrey Wright, former captain of New 
Zealand (14 Tests), is 46 and as the coach of 
Kent County Cricket Club impressed 


Indian vice-captain Rahul Dravid for his 











tactical acumen about the game. 

Why has his own country not hired his 
services? The New Zealand coach is David 
Trist. The New Zealand Cricket Council 
advertises for the position, so either John 
did not apply or did not get a favourable 
response to his application. 

Somehow it fits in that John should have 
taken to coaching as a career. On a visit to 
New Zealand in the early ’90s I remember 
him as a television commentator and, a 
newspaper columnist. He is a person who 
has taken anything he does seriously. 

I interacted with John pretty closely in 
1988-89 when he came to India as the cap- 
tain of the New Zealand team. It was the 
very tour in which Richard Hadlee (knight- 
ed later) became the highest wicket-taker in 
Test history. During the opening Test in 
Bangalore a virus struck some of the players 
and there was a point at which even a former 
player-turned-commentator like Jeremy 
Coney had to take the field. 

John played a defensive innings in order 
to prolong matters. I was critical of his 
effort, though it must be said he took the 
criticism very well. He explained, “It 
became a matter of fighting it out till the 
others recovered from the virus. I suppose 
your point is I was over-defensive against the 
spinners and on a pitch that was clearly 
deteriorating too. It is very difficult to be 
focused with a lot of things on one’s mind, 
but the fact remains I could not think of 
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doing things differently.” We got to know 
each other very well after that. 

In the second Test in Mumbai, Indian 
skipper Dilip Vengsarkar’s 100th, New 
Zealand bounced back with a victory to 
leave the outcome of the rubber for the final 
Test in Hyderabad. John was thrilled by the 
result because he had backed off-spinner 
John Bracewell to do the damage in the sec- 
ond innings. And Bracewell, temperamental 
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but talented, delivered. John as captain dis- 
played his tactical strengths. The defeat 
forced Raj Singh Dungarpur, chairman of 
the national selection committee, to order 
the Indian team to the nets immediately 
after the conclusion of the game. It is histo- 
ry that India won in Hyderabad. 


John the batsman might have, given the 
choice, been more aggressive. But he curbed 
his instincts in the interests of his side. In 
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Suitable candidate: Gaekwad did a decent job, will John Wright (facing page) do better? 


fact, in 1980-81 I saw him for the first time 
in Australia in the Benson & Hedges trian- 
gular One-day series with his partner, 
another left-hander, Bruce Edgar and they 
did pose problems to the bowlers. They also 
had a fine understanding. The fact that John 
was an opening batsman might enable him 
to solve our problems regarding opening 
batsmen in Test matches. 

His stint with Derbyshire County Cricket 
Club was extremely happy and the Club 
thought highly of his services and his ability 
to get on with everybody. He contributed 
substantially bringing to his batting a pro- 
fessionalism that was admired by his peers. 
It can be deduced that he used his time in 
English cricket for learning. Also, it is little 
known that the Club signed him on despite 
two outstanding South African cricketers 
vying for the job. 

As the first New Zealander to score 4000 


and more Test runs (he finished with 5334 
in 82 Tests), John has his place secure in 
cricket history. He is, however, the quintes- 
sential Kiwi, friendly, honest and devoid of 


The argument in 


seven hours to rescue his side. The Karachi 
century was important for him as that 
ensured he had a century against the Test 
countries he had played against. 

There is a view that an all-rounder would 
probably make the better coach. Then Greg 
Chappell would have been the right choice 
for apart from 47 Test wickets he took 
another 244 in first-class cricket overall. In 
contrast, John seldom bowled as he had two 
first-class wickets and none in Tests. So it is 
unlikely that he would be helpful to 
bowlers, though as a batsman he would have 
an understanding of them. 

The argument in his favour is obviously 
the fact that he is a qualified coach. 
Obviously computer savvy and therefore 
capable of putting the gadget to good use 
like Bob Woolmer who began it all. The 
Board of Control for Cricket in India has 
eventually bowed to the suggestion of some 
players that the time is ripe to hire a coach 
from overseas. A lot of former Indian inter- 
nationals I have spoken to are not very 
happy with this move. But in the absence of 
suitably qualified candidates among former 
internationals (with apologies to Anshuman 
Gaekwad who did a reasonable job) there is 
almost no other option. Whether or not a 
coach from overseas will be able to succeed 
remains to be seen. 

For the moment all that can be said is that 
the BCCI has got off on the “Wright note 
because one can be hopeful with a name like 
that things cannot go totally wrong. 

His is not a high profile name as Greg 
Chappell’s is but then who thought Bob 
Woolmer, when he took over the coaching 
of the South African squad, would achieve 


’s favour 1S 


the fact he is a qualified coach 
Obviously computer savvy and 


therefore 


putting the 


sadget to good use 


airs. As a captain he was a wonderful ambas- 
sador because he was approachable, just like 
one of his predecessors Graham Dowling. 
Of the dozen Test centuries he made only 
two were overseas. There was one in Karachi 
and another at the Oval against England 
where for his 119 he batted something like 
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what he eventually did? The irony is that not 
many of those in power in English cricket 
think much of Woolmer’s qualifications and 
credentials as a coach. 

Is it a step in the right direction? For the 
overseas coach it is up to the players to 
ensure that it is. 
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Life nas to go on 


Jeff Dujon, flamboyant West Indies Reinga and now, assistant manager of the 


West Indies, speaks to § 


_ after they were knocked out of the ICC Mini 


World Cup, and tells him about the cnollerees before him and coach Roger Harper 





You've come a long way for just one match. You must be very 
disappointed 


Yes. It is very disappointing. Not because we lost but because of the 


way we lost. | was hoping that we would be doing better with a 
young team. Obviously we are looking towards the future and will 
take this in our stride. I hope this will be a good experience for the 
young boys in the team. 


What went wrong in the match? You were totally outclassed by 
Sri Lanka. 
I think we started off bowling quite well (West Indies took two early 


30 


wickets) and then we had to bowl on two sides of the wicket (with a 
left-hand and right-hand combination in the middle) and we could- 
nt adjust to that. Our bowlers could justdefend when they (Lankan 
batsmen) started playing their strokes. We didn’t take the chances 
that came our way, our fielding was very poor and when we batted, 
I think, we lost too many wickets too early. 


Where is West Indies cricket poised at the moment? They are losing 
virtually everywhere. 

I think right now we are in a developmental stage. We are trying to 
rebuild our cricket and that is going to take some time. We are still 
looking around for the right players. So I would say this is a process 
that is going to take some time. Rebuilding is not an easy task. 


Is the team really capable of fighting back? Of becoming a 
formidable force again? 

Yes, anything is possible. You must just have the will to do it. The 
organisation, the West Indies Board, is behind us. So I am sure it is 
possible. Iam very optimistic about the future. 


What is going wrong, what has gone wrong, with West Indies 
cricket? 

I think we haven't paid enough attention to the lower levels of the 
game. In terms of development, that is. And as a result we are not 
getting the type of players that we got in the previous years. We have 
to look more towards the development of the game, especially at the 
lower levels, and I think that will eventually be reflected at the top. 


The Board has tried so many coaches in the recent past. Do you think 
that was a mistake? 

I think it will be difficult for me to comment on that. The prime 
objective of the Board is to improve our cricket, to make it better. 
And finding a good coach is a trial and error thing. You will have to 
keep trying until you find the right people. Until you set up the right 
sort of organisation. So I think having different coaches in the recent 
past was just that process of looking at the right component. 


What is your main role in the team? Do you concentrate on batting 
or all the other aspects of the game? 
Yes, most of my focus is on batting. But I and Harper (coach Roger 
Harper) interact with each other on all aspects of the game. 


How is life going to be without Walsh and Ambrose? 

We just have to do without them. The fact of the matter is that they 
are not going to be around. The difficult task definitely is to find 
suitable replacements. 

Until then we have to realise that we have to take our cricket to 
another level, a higher level, to be competitive and we have to some- 
how find the personnel to do that. 
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Taking on the challenge: Jeff Dujon (facing page) wants to motivate the West Indian team into winning 


Why couldn't the Board persuade them to hang on for some more 
time? After all they were still bowling so well. 

ft is not that the Board or we haven't tried. But you can’t force some- 
body to keep on playing when they themselves have made up their 
mind. We have to move on. 


Why isn't West Indies producing good fast bowlers anymore? 

I wouldn't say that we are not producing any good fast bowlers. | 
think we have plenty of potentially good fast bowlers. In time, I am 
sure we will develop a strong pace attack again. 


Is it time to look at spinners, especially with so many of them 
knocking at the doors of West Indian cricket? 

I don’t think so. West Indies has traditionally not produced that 
many top class spinners. Obviously, you are not going to rule out the 
possibility if some do turn up. But our main focus in the past has 
been and, I believe, will also be in the future based on the kind of 
attack that we have been so successful with. 


Is it a bad sign that so many players of Indian origin are on the 
fringes now? Does it mean that the locals are taking to other sports? 

That is not a fair question at all. First of all, let me tell you we are all 
West Indians. And whether we have players of ethnic origin or any- 
thing else - it is not important at all. We just want good cricketers. 


Why arent you producing world class batsmen anymore? 

Well, tell me, which team has more than three world class batsmen? 
We have one which is not bad at all. And anyway it must be rermem- 
bered that you don't produce a world class batsman in a day. 
Hopefully one of the young players that we have now will develop 


into one. Because no one starts out as a world class batsman, does he? 


But ts there anybody in this lot who is world class potential? 

Of course, Iam sure there are some who are capable of reaching that 
level. We are in fact looking at a number of players right now. I don't 
think it would be fair to single out anyone. We have deliberately 
given so many of them a chance. But one tour is not enough. You 
need more tours to see who can deliver. What they are made of. 
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Is there a need to revive interest in 
cricket in West Indies? 

Maybe. But that need has been 
seen in the past. And I think 
enough steps have been taken in 
the Caribbean to revive that. So it 
is not a major issue anymore. 


Carl Hooper and _ Richie 
Richardson have said that they are 
interested in coming back. Would 
you be interested? 

No. We are not interested. I don’t 
think at this point going back is 
the step in the right direction. We 
have to look forward and move 
forward. That is all there is to it. 


Even if they score runs? And are in 
good form while the others are 
struggling? 

(Very stotcally) { think the way for us is to look forward. 


What exactly are Harper's — and your — immediate goals? 
Very obviously, to get West Indies back on the winning track. 


How are you planning to do that? 
It all has to do with identifying the type of players that we think are 


going to take us there and just concentrate on developing them. 


Is the pressure of carrying the entire team on his shoulders destroying 
Brian Lara the batsman. 

I think that is the responsibility of every player. No one player can 
carry the entire team on his shoulders. He can only be responsible for 
his own game. 


Personally, it must be very disappointing for you after being part of 
the all-conquering team? 

When I got involved in West Indies cricket at this level I was not 

thinking of disappointment. I was not thinking about any negative 

things at all. What West Indies has achieved in the past is in the past. 

It’s over. I am just looking to be a part of the future and a part of a 

successful future. And success has to start somewhere. 


When you were playing the game did you ever expect that West Indies 
cricket would plummet to such low levels? 

Well, we all know that everything goes in cycles. You are on the top 
for some time and then somebody else takes over. When that hap- 
pens somebody has to be at the bottom too. 


But were you ever concerned? Did you ever feel that the way the game 
was being handled it didn’t augur too well for the future? 

Yes, personally speaking I would say I was concerned that perhaps 
enough steps were not being taken to develop the game. I was 
concerned. 


Are you worried about the Australian tour? It is obviously going to be 
very tough, especially with such a young team. 
I don't worry . I’m looking forward to it as a challenge. 
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Life in the cold 


Were the selectors right in dropping Reetinder Sodhi, especially when he put in such a | 
good effort in the Under-15 and Under-19 World Cups, asks Amit Karmarkar 


i 





~E WASN’T 
in the playing 11. But he did not let the fact 
get him down. Instead, when asked if he was 
shoukted by the verdict, he shomk his head, 
shrugged his shoulders and murmured: “It 
was the selectors’ decision.” 
Understandably, he was dejected. But he 
decided not to show it and puth 


pet his heart into 
being twelfth man: bringing in®helmets, 
going on to the field with the towel or water 
— that smile didn’t leave his face even once. 
And he fielded brilliantly. 

All this drew praise from the opposition 
coach. “Unlike in the past, the Rest of India 
team looked a close unit. It was seen in the 
way their substitutes were helping the play- 
ing members,” said Ashok Mankad, whose 
Mumbai team was thrashed in its own den in 
the Irani Trophy. 

Reetinder Singh Sodhi would have been 
forgiven if he had shown some anger, sulked 
in the dressing room or remained aloof. But 
he chose to deal with rejection gracefully. 

Were the selectors right in 
ignoring him? 

Those who like the 20-year- 
old Punjab all-rounder would 
like to think so. After all, chair- 
man of selectors Chandu Borde 
had said that Sodhi was seriously 
discussed for the ICC Knockout 
Trophy in Nairobi. Then 
how could he 


been ignored for the 


have 


second 


string 
team? 
Rest of India 
skipper VVS 


Laxman said: 
“It was a toss- f 
up between 
Sodhi and Laxmi 
Ratan Shukla. The 
selectors preferred Shukla, / 
saying they would have | 
liked to play a genuine 

bowler who could bat 

rather than a genuine bats- 
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man who could bowl.” 

Well, some of these selectors had picked 
Shukla for the World Cup probables last 
year, at the last moment decided the Bengal 
all-rounder needed more time, and included 
Debasis Mohanty in the 14. 

Suddenly, Shukla was back in favour.It 
would be interesting to know what a former 
Bengal player has to say. “Shukla could be 
good in spirit. But where is the performance? 
Has he won any match for Bengal?” In fact, 
Shukla was removed from the National 
Cricket Academy on disciplinary grounds. 
He was also not considered good enough by 
the East Zone selectors for last season's 
Duleep Trophy. 

On the other hand Sodhi was Man of the 
Final in the Under-15 and Under-19 World 
Cups. He had turned many matches with his 
all-round skills and impressed many former 
India cricketers. Unlike Shukla, he was 
included in his zonal team for the Duleep 
Trophy. Not surprisingly, many would have 
liked to believe that he deserved to play the 
Irani Trophy game. But it was not to be. 

In fact it’s being whispered that the play- 
ers from Punjab are getting a bad deal due 
to the BCCI’s duel with the Punjab 
Cricket Association. However, that may 
not necessarily be true. For, another 
Punjab player, off-spinner Sharandeep 
Singh, was picked for the same game in 
of not 
rela- 


spite 

being 

¢ Frively 
| unknown. 

r Or is it that 

# Sodhi has already 


been branded as “more 





of a One-day player” and 
hence ignored for the 
five-day Irani Trophy? 
Highly unlikely. For, in 
that case, he would not 
have been picked in the 14. 
But then you never know with 
our selectors. Remember that 
Vinod Kambli was included in 
the Pune camp before the Asia 
Cup. After his exclusion from 
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No go despite good show: Reetinder Sodhi 


the Dhaka party, Borde had quipped: “He is 
more suited to Test cricket.” And now we are 
seeing him in Nairobi and Sharjah in the 
One-dayers. 

At times, the selectors want to have their 
say in every matter. By normal standards, 
picking the final XI should have been Rest of 
India captain Laxman’s choice.However, 
struggling with his own comeback, could he 
have dared to differ? Also, when the Rest of 
India XI were finalised, Borde wasn't present. 
Yuvraj Singh and Zaheer Khan’s impressive 
performances have shown that the young- 
sters have something. The second string has 
to be given chances. Otherwise, they lose 
their sting. 

However, Sodhi can console himself by 
saying that he did his job. He should also 
know that all Irani Trophy performances are 
not rewarded: Sitanshu Kotak of Saurashtra 
scored a hundred against Javagal Srinath, 
Anil Kumble and Company at Bangalore last 
year. He is not even in the probables. 

At least, Sodhi finds his name in the prob- 
ables, gets discussed and dumped! 
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>>> SHADES OF RAY 
Black & White 





who played for Tasmania and New South Wales, is a cricket writer, 
author of three cricket books and also photographer who captures moods off 
the field. First in a series of Ray’s photos 


SHANE 


WARNE 
First Test, Kandy 
September 1999 





fter the Steve Waugh-Jason Gillespie collision, Shane Warne took over the captaincy. He 

replaced Gillespie at one end and proceeded to take five wickets to keep Australia in the 
game. As Sri Lanka shakily chased 95 to win, Warne was unlucky not to get the benefit of a very 
close decision against Arnjuna Ranatunga and then to have the same batsman dropped at mid- 
on by Glenn McGrath. Either one could have changed the result. Warne’s captaincy was inspira- 
tional yet the Australians could not turn a dramatic Test match in their favour. As the visiting press 
interviewed the acting captain on the dressingroom balcony after the game, a tired and disap- 
pointed Warne stared down at the beautiful Asgirya Stadium where ecstatic local fans celebrat- 
ed Sri Lanka’s first Test win against Australia. | often pass my tape recorder to a colleague at these 
sort of interviews and, with the players’ minds on the game, | always have a good chance to get 
a revealing portrait. Here was a different Warne to the one we usually see celebrating another 
wicket. Older, bearded, weary with the dust of battle smeared across his clothes. Even for the 
greats, Test cricket is a tough game. 
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“y-endulkar was 18 and 

/ on his first visit to 
Australia. We had heard 
SO much about him and 
he did not disappoint us, 
making two great cen- 
turies in the series. | 
watched him closely 
this day and when he 
went in to bat for a sec- 
ond time, | stood quietly 
in an empty net next to 
his and watched the 
young master at close 
range. He had all the 
technique, balance and 
poise for which he is 
now so well known. And 
he had the power too. | 
liked the way he had his 
name written on his 
thigh pad, like any crick- 
eter at a local club any- 
where in the world. 
Except that this boy was 
destined to become the 
best batsman in the 
game. After | took the 
photograph, | intro- 
duced myself as one of 
the Australian journal- 
ists covering the tour 


and asked how heavy 


his bat was. He seemed 
shy and a little taken 
aback by the question, 
but he offered me the 
bat which was quite 
heavy though perhaps 
not as heavy as the ones 
he uses now. 
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ustralian cricketers have always revered the famous baggy green cap, but none 

more than Steve Waugh. Here he has just won the toss and, while Sanath Jayasuriya 
is interviewed, Waugh prepares for the start of another Test series. The face, the cap, 
the blazer and the hands on hips were all typical of the Australian skipper and as soon 
as | saw that pose | pressed the shutter. The next afternoon Waugh was heading to 
Colombo in an army helicopter, badly hurt after his fielding collision with Jason Gillespie. 
Waugh badly broke his nose but recovered in time for the second Test two weeks later 
while Gillespie flew back to Australia with a broken leg. The Australians lost the Test 
though not without a fight. 
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Stopped over in 
Mumabi for the 
first time in my life 
when | was on my 
way back from 
England in August 
1997. Having 
heard a lot of 
Mumbai's maidans 
‘ FF pa | spent some time 
Se phitipisictinins jose oe ~~ | in Azad maidan. | 
ven ee “gh m . — was watching a 
AZAD ‘i apts io . Resse bunch of school- 
MAIDAN boys when they 


Mumbai, August suddenly struck a 
1997 pose for me 




















4 == ¢ hoe 3 = } 

es = = f Z : z 3 m 

ee any Ce . : 4 ; % Hy 
- me ‘ an : si! “ By 
i) » lh ti), 

} : a i Hh 
i) Bs) in z Bi i yin ey 

H se ” MORMON. m aire TT 1100 0 \ 

C rd 0) NJ fe , 


Kingsmead, Durban 
yAN 8) g| 07401010 





ne of the saddest days in cricket history. Here was the widely admired captain of South Africa deny- 
ing any involvement in match-fixing. While Cronje lied to the cricket world, the then general man- 
ager of the United Cricket Board of South Africa, former Test captain Dr Ali Bacher, and the then acting 
president, Percy Sonn, stood by their man and cast grave doubts on the integrity of the Indian police 
investigators who had taped Cronje dealing with bookmakers. That was a Sunday night. In the early 
hours of Tuesday morning, Cronje broke down, rang Bacher and confessed he had not been “totally hon- 
est” in his response to the accusations. Bacher and Sonn immediately stripped Cronje of the captaincy 
and the whole sorry saga took off. At the time | was trying to follow the media conference and to give 
Cronje the benfit of the doubt until proven guilty while also staring through my lens. All | remember of 
this shot was trying to capture the three sets of folded arms, body language that spoke of desperate 
defiance. Looking at the photograph now, it seems obvious Cronje was lying and the other two were try- 
ing hard to believe him. 
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t was a warm, sunny afternoon in 
Nairobi. The England players were by the 
poolside at the Inter-Continental Hotel, 
relaxing and chilling out. They had crashed 
out, of the Mini World Cup a long while 
back; and they had a few days to kill before 
setting out on the gruelling tour to Pakistan. 

I had an appointment with Graeme Hick at 
two. It wasn’t easy to pick him out from the 
mass of white flesh, players, their wives and 
girlfriends. Thats the way it is with Hick: 
He tends to vanish in a crowd, to become 
totally inconspicuous. 

When the manager waved, he jumped out 


ENIGMA 


thought can register, he quickly adds: “Of 
course, I have to finda place for the first Test 
in Pakistan.” The giant is not even sure of a 
place in the playing eleven. 

Hick’s life has been like that: a complex 
bundle of contradictions. He started life as a 
prodigy. His first century was recorded 
when he was only six. He was a schoolboy of 
18, when he represented his native country, 
Zimbabwe, in the 1983 World Cup. He cre- 
ated news even before touching his Test wil- 
low. 

Finally, almost 10 years later he stepped on 
to the international stage as England’s sav- 
iour. He still doesn’t know what hit him 
after that. 





Graeme Hick arrived as England cricket's saviour. He is 
Still fighting to save his Test career. B Vijay Kumar met 
him in Nairobi recently, and tried to find out what has 


gone wrong with him 


of one of the easy chairs, right in front of 
me. He was in a dark blue pair of swimming 
trunks and was sporting trendy, small glares. 
His muscles rippled and shone in the sun as 
he confidently walked towards us, oblivious 
to the world around us. 

I thrust my hand into his; it vanished into his 
huge palm. It was a firm handshake, almost 
too firm for my liking. I slyly rubbed it as we 
settled for the interview. He smiled wanly and 
pulled his chair closer to mine, softly. 

It was virtually impossible to catch a 
glimpse of the doubt and uncertainty lurk- 
ing in those eyes; he refused to remove his 
shades. 

That is Graeme Hick. The enigma. The 
paradox. He is confident but he is not con- 
fident; he has great faith in himself but he 
also has a number of doubts; he is ambitious 
but he is also scared. That is why Hick, the 
cricketer, is a success and yet a failure. 

A giant on the county circuit but a mere 
mortal in international cricket. 

“I want to play for the next three years,” he 
says, suddenly talking like a man who has 
discovered his self-assurance. But before the 


“T lost my confidence and a part of my self- 
esteem,” he says, clearly trying very hard to 
accept the truth. “It was my first failure in 
cricket. I had done well right through my 
career and suddenly things went wrong. It 
was very disappointing,” he says. 

More than the failure though, Hick was 
affected by the criticism. He was called a ‘flat- 
wicket bully’ and he added to the reputation 
by continuing to bully bowlers only on the 
county circuit. The truth is, he was not a fail- 
ure. A grand total of 3,257 runs, including six 
centuries, in 60 Tests would have pleased a 
number of players. But it didn’t please him; it 
didn’t please the critics either. 

They had dreamt of Hick in the role of a 
great General conquering the worlds all over 
again for England; but he all but ended up 
fighting like a foot soldier, more concerned 
about self than the enemy. The century of 
centuries against his name are just like 
medals after the war: something to be proud 
of, but nothing more. 

“T just took a while to get over the criticism 
that I faced. It was not easy,” he says. The 
criticism pushed him into the wilderness for 
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two years, from 1996 to 1998. He is still 
struggling to regain his place in the Tests 
side. At least, in One-dayers, where the 


mind can play without fear of the short- 
pitched delivery, he has a more secure role. 

“There were lot of expectations from me,” 
he says. But he doesn’t see that as the main 
stumbling block. “I had set high standards 
for myself and that put more pressure on 
me. It was more about my own expectations 
than about expectations from outside.” 
Whatever it was, it didn’t help. Hick failed 
to deliver even half of what he promised. 

He, however, doesn’t believe that the stigma 
against him is just that. “I don’t get night- 
mares about short-pitched deliveries,” he 
says. “I’ve never had and never will. It was 
just a period when I wasn’t feeling overly 
confident. If someone wants to run in and 
bowl short all day, he is welcome,” he says 
defensively. “I don’t lose sleep over it.” 

For someone who appears to be so tentative 
at the start of an innings it is rather scary 
that he doesn’t see it as a problem. But that 
is Hick: He doesn’t want to tell the world 
about his inner fears and worries. 





“T just look at my own game and my own 
technique. If they think I have a problem it 
is their concern. Everybody is looking at the 
other person, looking for weaknesses. Look 
at yourself to work out how you are going to 
combat your own weakness. I just try to see 
what's best for me.” 

The 34-year-old Zimbabwean now proba- 
bly understands what has gone wrong. “Yes, 
the transition from county cricket to Test 
cricket is not easy.” He believes the county 
system needs to be hardened. “A lot of crick- 
et is played, maybe the standard of wickets 
is not good, maybe the quality is not good 
enough. We must try and improve all these 
so that we can close the gap between county 
and Test cricket.” 

He agrees that it was not easy either that he 
had to move up and down the order. “It 
obviously doesn’t help. One would prefer to 
bat in the same position,” he says. However, 
he is honest enough to accept that it was 
mainly his fault. “Thanks to my failings, it 
meant that I had no fixed position. What I 
must do is make the most of the opportuni- 
ties that I get, to establish myself at a place 





GRAEME HICK FACTFILE 


Right hand bat 


60 104 6 





114 112 





where | am comfortable.” 

That is why England’s tour to Pakistan is 
crucial. “It is very important for me. It is 
going to be a very tough tour and I have to 
score runs in the warm-up games so that | 
am included in the first Test. I shall take it 
from there.” 

Hick has given himself three or four more 
years in international cricket. “I have an idea 
of how many runs Id like to get, what I'd 
like to achieve on this tour so that I can con- 
tinue playing for the next three years or so.” 
He concedes. that he has scaled down his 
ambitions and his goals after the roller- 
coaster ride. “I can't obviously hope to get 
25 or 30 Test hundreds now,” he says, when 
cornered for specifics. 

The good news is the pitches might be 
favourable for a batsman like him; the bad 
news is Pakistan has too many world class 
bowlers. The odds are against him. “I’ve only 
played a few One-dayers in Pakistan so I am 
not sure how good the wickets are going to 
be. But yes, Wasim and Wagar and Saqlain 
will be tough opponents.” Luckily for him, 
he has played against all three at his home in 
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Graeme Ashley Hick 
Born: 23 May 1966, Salisbury, Rhodesia 

Major Teams: England, Queensiand, Auckland, Northern Districts, 
Zimbabwe, Worcestershire. 


Right-hand off-spin 
Statistical Record: 
TESTS (including 31/08/2000) 
Mit NO 


ONE-DAY INTERNATIONALS (including 10/10/2000) 
Msi NO 
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Worcester and scored lots of runs too. 


A good run here will certainly give some 
respectability to his credentials as a Test 
cricketer; as just a batsman, of course, he 
ranks very high on the scoring charts. “I am 
not worried about failure,” he says. “Even if 
I retire now, I can go away with my head 
held high. I’ve already achieved more as a 
batsman than many would even aspire for.” 

He adds, rather forcefully: “I am not some- 
one who is gonna look back and wish this 
had happened, or that had happened. I just 
try and give it everything and learn from 
everything.” Brave words for a person who 
understands the meaning of failure. 

“I have been lucky that I had very support- 
ive people around me. Friends, family and 
players who appreciated what | was all 
about. They have all treated me as a human 
being first. Cricket is just my job,” he says. 

It is this contradiction that stands between 
Graeme Hick and immortality. He has the 
talent but people expect much more from 
him; he has the technique but he doesn’t 
think it is good enough. He wants success 
but he has also reconciled to failure. 
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Maidens man 








Accuracy was Bapu Nadkarni’s forte. Amit Karmarkar catches up with the man who 
holds the world record for maximum maiden overs, a man who was not given the 
chance to make his mark as a genuine all-rounder 


his was the matchup he was waiting for. Like 
any upcoming sportsman his biggest aspiration was to challenge the 
best in the business. 

Knowing he was pitted against the finest shuttler of his era in the 
quarter-finals of a qualifying event in Pune, the boy’s joy knew no 
bounds. For, it was the moment of truth, moment of realisation: a 
yardstick to judge one’s level of skill. 

Rameshchandra Gangaram Nadkarni, better known as Bapu, was 
to take on Nandu Natekar, the best badminton player at that time. 
It was a dream. It, however, remained that. When he went to the 
court for the match, he realised a walkover had been declared on his 
behalf. 

It so happened that Nadkarni was included in the Maharashtra 
Ranji Trophy squad on the very day of the badminton match. He 
was asked to join the cricket team in Kolhapur for which he had to 
catch a train that evening. Cricket stalwart Prof D B Deodhar, there- 
fore, notified the badminton tournament authorities that Nadkarni 
would not be playing. Indeed, Deodhar always insisted that 
Nadkarni should concentrate on his cricket. 

Today, Nadkarni can only marvel at the past and wonder what 
could have been. But then, he could also look back and relive the 
moments of joy another sport - cricket - brought to his life: happy 
memories, of representing India in 41 Tests between ‘55 and ‘68, of 
setting a world record of 21 consecutive maiden overs, of captaining 
Mumbai to Ranji Trophy triumph, of serving Mumbai cricket as an 
administrator for 17 years and of chairing the National Selection 
Committee. 

“I would have liked to play that badminton match,” confesses 68- 


year-old Nadkarni. “But they forced me to withdraw. I was quite 
disappointed. But during my time, the general attitude was to fol- 
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low the elders’ advice. I took it as a challenge and decided to con- 
centrate on cricket.” 

It was a big decision. For, Nadkarni wasn’t too interested in team 
games. “Nobody can argue your merits in an individual game. If you 
have to decide who's a better player, you can settle it easily,” he says. 
“This can’t happen in a team sport. Merits can’t be rewarded unless 
you are exceptionally good. | thought I would not like to go in that 
group scenario. But I was forced to do that.” 

If you wondered how a man not too passionate about cricket, 
could become a force worth reckoning with in the game, take this: 
to begin with he was a left-arm medium pacer. Later, he was asked 
to turn to spin. “It was Vinoo Mankad who asked me to shift to slow 
bowling,” recalls Nadkarni. “After watching me bowl medium pace, 
he told me to bowl like him. He said if I bowl slow, I would be a far 
better bowler.” Vinoo’s calculation was simple: Nadkarni had length 
and direction, the basis of slow bowling. And on Indian wickets, 
that would have helped Nadkarni get into the team. Says Nadkarni: 
“At the time I accepted his advice as he was quite a senior figure. Ten 
years later I realised how right he was.” 

In his first match as a slow bowler, Nadkarni picked three wickets 
for West Zone against New Zealand at Pune. His scalps included 
those of Bert Sutcliffe and Bevan Congdon. That was in 1955. 

“Vinoo Mankad taught me confidence,” says Nadkarni. “He used 
to ask me why I was afraid. His advice was simple but inspiring: You 
are bowling with your own arm, the ball is in your hand, you con- 
trol it. Let Don Bradman bat against you. You bowl your stuff. If all 
six good balls are hit for a six, the seventh should land there. Then 
you are a good bowler.” 

Nadkarni took this advice so seriously, and bowled a nagging line 
on a good length spot so consistently that a hole would develop on 
the wicket. Of course, part of it is exaggeration, but it definitely 
highlights the accuracy of the man. 
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Consistency in line and length: Bapu Nadkarni has been associated 
with the game for almost two decades now, as a player, administrator 
and selector 


And accuracy was what gave him the world record figures against 
England in the 1964 Madras Test: 32 overs, 27 maidens, five runs 
and no wicket! That included 21 consecutive maidens against Ken 
Barrington and John Bolus. 

But Nadkarni doesn’ rate that as his best performance. He would 
go with his effort of two for 92 (in 67 overs, 28 maidens) against the 
West Indies at Barbaods in 1962. Though India lost the match by 
an innings, Nadkarni did not allow the host batsmen to score easi- 
ly. “Even Sir Frank Worrell returned to the pavilion only with gen- 
tle claps after his knock of 77,” says Nadkarni, his voice full of pride. 

Given these credentials, how would he have performed in One- 
day internationals where containing is of critical importance? “] 
would have showed them how to bowl,” roars Nadkarni. “Maybe 
the batsmen would have devised methods to score against me. But 
it would have been quite interesting. I too would have tried to find 
different methods of stopping them.” 

And then he makes a comment on contemporary players. “They 
are far more talented. We did not have even 10 per cent of their tal- 
ent. But what we had we utilised fully while today’s players are not 
totally exploiting their talent. That's why we were more consistent,” 
he says. 

Indeed, like praise, Nadkarni also received brickbats for his accu- 
rate (dubbed as negative) bowling that fetched him one wicket per 
17 overs. Nadkarni’s logic is “I believe in performance. My argu- 
ment was simple: Don’t just talk, come and face me. Agar main neg- 
ative hoon, to tum batting positive karo na. How many batsmen have 
left my deliveries? Then, how can it be negative?” 

Nadkarni’s attitude was simple: he would bow! consistent line and 
length. If anyone wanted to hit him, he would have to take risks. 

Talking of risks, it was not easy to adopt cricket as a career in his 
days. But Nadkarni received good guidance and after completing his 


Tours: 


Record: 


Domestic: 


BAPU NADKARNI FACTFILE 


April 4, 1932 

Left-handed bat; left-arm spinner 

Debut: v New Zealand, Delhi, Dec 1955 

Last Test: v New Zealand, Auckland, 
March1968 

M 41, R 1414, HS 122*, Avg 25.70, 100:1, 
50s: 7,Ct 22 

Mdns 665, Wkts 88, Avg 29.07, Best 6-43, 
SWI: 4, 10OWM: 1 

WI, 1962; Australia-New Zealand, 1968 (first 
series win away) 

Sent 21 consecutive maiden overs against 
England at Madras in 1964. His final analysis? 
32-27-5-0! 

Played for Maharashtra and Mumbai. 3993 
runs in the Ranji Trophy at 62.39 with 

12 centuries; 181 wkts at 17.52 apiece. 
Highest first-class score: 283* for Mumbai v 
Delhi 1960-61 





science graduation, making a living was hardly a problem. 

Fourth son of a lawyer in Nashik, Bapu was encouraged to take to 
sports. But his father, who had played bridge, tennis and hockey, 
wanted him to complete his degree. Says Nadkarni: “My father was 
a scholar of English and Sanskrit. He gave me the freedom to choose 
my career but only after showing my degree to him. | had to skip an 
inter-university tournament for that. But now I realise how right he 
was. Otherwise, I would have never completed my academics.” 

Nadkarni came to Pune (where his elder brother was also study- 
ing) and joined SP College. He played badminton, table tennis and 
tennis at the university level. But after seeing his cricketing talent, 
Prof Deodhar, Kamal Bhandarkar and Principal Noss Nagarwala 
took him under their wings. At 21, he played for Maharashtra in the 
Ranji Trophy. A couple of years later, he played for India. 

Nadkarni’s story is not just about success, it’s also about non- 
recognition of extra potential. “I wanted to be a genuine all-round- 
er and I had the confidence. But that ambition was unfulfilled. They 
did not use my batting talent. Most of the time, I batted at number 
seven or number eight,” he says. 

Indeed, Nadkarni the batsman could have done with better treat- 
ment. For, he had the credentials. In his first 10 innings for the Tatas 
in the 1955 Times Shield, his lowest score was 88. The break-up of 
other innings: one triple hundred, two double hundreds and four 
centuries. His Ranji average of 62-plus and a highest first-class score 
of 283 also indicate his willow power. His stance became crouchy 
(“to see the ball better”) after the 1959 England tour. Despite early 
failures, he managed to score 1,200 runs on that tour. And that too 
coming in at number eight. 

“The ball moves tremendously in England. I was not used to it,” 
recollects Nadkarni. “I used to cry after the failures. But Polly 
(Umrigar) pacified me. He had the experience of playing in 
England. He asked me to see the ball late and it worked.” 

Whenever Nadkarni was promoted in the batting order, he had 
scored runs. His only Test hundred (an unbeaten 122 against 
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Life patners: With wife Pushpa, a state-level shuttler 


England at Kanpur in 1964) came when he batted at number three 
after India was made to follow-on. In the first innings of the same 
Test, Nadkarni had scored 52 not out at number nine, adding 78 
runs for the last three wickets. He was more than instrumental in 
saving that Test. Says Nadkarni: “My career never ran smooth. There 
were forces working against me. My satisfaction is that I played con- 
sistently for so many years in spite of all the opposition.” 

The seeds of suspicion were sown in the youngster’s mind on his 
Test debut. After being in the 14 for three years, he was included in 
the 1955 Test against New Zealand at Delhi. The match had already 
reached a dull draw position. But India decided to declare at tea on 
the last day and Nadkarni was left stranded on 68. 

“I would have loved to get a century in my first Test. But I was 
kept away from that honour,” says Nadkarni. Quite disturbed at 
that Nadkarni says h found his own reasons for why this had been 
done to him: First of all, he had been included in the team only due 
to the unavailability of the great Vinoo Mankad. “If I would have 
got a 100, they would have had to think twice about dropping me. 
Actually, | would have happily made place for Vinoo Mankad. At 
that time, there was no comparison between him and me. I was 
mature enough to understand the selectors. But they allowed Kripal 
Singh to score a hundred in similar situation of the same series.” 

Some wounds are not easy to heal. And this was one. 

Says Nadkarni: “For seven years I struggled to establish myself in 
the Indian team. I saw enough of Indian cricket off the field — and 
this made me realise nothing was wrong with me. From then on, | 
decided not to worry.” 

His first ‘brush’ with the selectors happened before the 1954-’55 
Pakistan tour when Bal Dani was preferred over him. Nadkarni’s was 
the best all-round performance during the practice games. But it was 
not considered good enough. 

Nadkarni remained disheartened, dejected and conftsed for 
months. But then his self-confidence and determination to prove 
people wrong came in handy. “I proved them wrong. Remember | 
was dubbed a schoolboy who was no good. They even said I would 
not last. But I played first-class cricket for more than 15 years and 
forced them to take me back in the Test team,” says Nadkarni. 





He seemed more disturbed with the attitude of the officials rather 
than their decisions. For, he too acknowledges that during his time, 
there was tremendous competition for places. “That took the maxi- 
mum out of us. There were four Nadkarnis waiting in the wings in 
case I failed,” he says. “But now our domestic cricket has become 
meaningless without the participation of top class cricketers. Unless 
they play, how do you expect the second string to develop?” 

For Nadkarni, the last nail on the coffin was his exclusion from 
the England tour of 1967. “I was humiliated. But I fought my way 
back for the twin tour of Australia and New Zealand. While 
embarking on the tour, I had decided that I would retire after the 
series and wouldn't give them another chance to drop me,’ says 
Nadkarni. 

In New Zealand, during India’s historic 3-1 triumph, Nadkarni 
took 14 wickets (Bedi took two more scalps). But his average 
(17.93) and economy are (1.35) was better then Bedi’s 23.19 and 
2.11, respectively. 

After announcing his retirement from international cricket, 
Nadkarni served the game as an administrator. He even managed 
the Mumbai Ranji Trophy team between 1965-70. Whispers of 
“hard taskmaster” forced him to leave the job. 

He was also the chairman of selectors (other selectors were 
Chetan Chauhan, Raj Singh Dungarpur, Ramesh Saxena and 
Bhagwat Chandrasekhar) in 1987. “During my tenure, I ensured 
that there would be no voting for a place,” says Nadkarni. “I 
believed that the merits and demerits of a player should be discussed 
before arriving at a unanimous decision.” 

His tenure did not last long. 

Neither the BCCI nor the Government of India gave him any 
award (only Sharjah authorities honoured him earlier this year). 
Nadkarni emphasises that he is not bitter. Rather, he has enjoyed his 
journey of challenges. He believes that the sportsman never retires 
and he is working even at the age of 68. 

And what happened to his first love: Badminton? Well, it turned 
into another love: his life partner Pushpa, nee Joshi, was a state-level 
shuttler. 


FAVOURITES 


Neil Harvey (“the broadest bat | hav 

come across”) and Peter May 

Wes Hall, Gilchrist (for sheer pace), Brian 
Statham, Alan Davidson, Fred Trueman 
Australia; Wicket-keeper: Godfrey Evans; 

fielder: D K Gaekwad 

Prof D B Deodhar, Kamal Bhandarkar, 

Noss Nagarwala 

Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi ("The only captain who 
taught us to believe that we were good enough 
to beat foreignteams. He was a master in creat 
ing an opportunity”), Polly Umrigar (“he was 
reserved but used to capitalise on good 
positions”) 

captaining Maharashtra to a win over Baroda 
comprising Vijay Hazare, Chandu Borde, 
Ghorpade at his homeland Nashik ("My only 
game seen by my mother.She told me later that 
the specators wereclapping for me”) 


Batsmen: 
Bowlers: 
Opponent: 
Coaches: 


Captains: 


| 


Moment: 





CRICKET TALK # NOVEMBER 4, 2000 

















IAN CHAPPELL: 300 bucks off! 
That's daylight robbery mate. 
And it's Cricket Talk 

that's getting robbed. 








RAVI SHASTRI: | think there is 
too much discussion about 
cricket. What we should be 
really talking about is discounts. 
That is my technical view on 
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Triumpn over Trumper 


To a fan it was a dream come true to bowl to the godlike Victor Trumper. Getting him 
out on top of that was an exhilarating experience for Arthur Mailey 


T I DIFFICULT TO REALISE THAT & 
relatively minor event in one’s life can still remain the most impor- 
tant through the years. I was chosen to play for Redfern against 
Paddington — and Paddington was Victor Trumpers club. 

This was unbelievable, fantastic. It could never happen — some- 
thing was sure to go wrong. A war — an earthquake — Trumper 
might fail sick. A million things could crop up in the two or three 
days before the match. 

I sat on my bed and looked at Trumper’s picture still pinned on 
the @anvas wall. It seemed to be breathing with the movement of 
the draught between the skirting. I glanced at his bat standing in a 
corner of the room, then back at the gently moving picture. I just 
couldn't believe that this, to me, ethereal and godlike figure could 
step off the wall, pick up that bat and say quietly, “Two legs, please, 
umpire’, in my presence. 

My family, usually undemonstrative and self-possessed, found it 
difficult to maintain that reserve which, strange as it may seem, was 
characteristic of my father’s Northern Irish heritage. 

“H'm,” said Father, “Playing against Trumper on Saturday. 

By jove, youll cop Old Harry if youre put on to bowl at him.” 

“Why should he?” protested Mother. “You never know what 
you can do till you try.” 

I had nothing to say. I was little concerned with what should 
happen to me in the match. What worried me was that something 
would happen to Trumper, which would prevent his playing. 

Although at this time I had never seen Trumper play, on occa- 
sions I trudged from Waterloo across the Sandhills to the Sydney 
cricket ground and waited at the gate to watch the players coming 
out. Once I had climbed on a tram and actually sat opposite my 
hero for three stops. I would have gone further but having no 
money | did not want to take the chance of being kicked in the 
pants by the conductor. Even so I had been taken half a mile out of 
my way. 

In my wildest dreams I never thought I would ever speak to 

Trumper, let alone play against him. I am fairly phlegmatic by 
nature but between the period of my selection and the match | 
must have behaved like a half-wit. 

Right up to my first Test match I always washed and pressed my 
own flannels, but before this match I pressed them not once but 
several times. On the Saturday I was up with the sparrows and 
looking anxiously at the sky. It was a lovely morning but it still 





« 
. Dye vite 
oe: # 


Another one coming up: ‘Vic’ could knock bowler out of grade cricket 


might rain. Come to that, lots of things could happen in ten hours 
— there was still a chance that Vic could be taken ill or knocked 
down by a tram or twist his ankle or break his arm... 

My thoughts were interrupted by a vigorous thumping on the 
back gate. I looked out of the washhouse-bathroom-woodshed- 
workshop window and saw that it was the milkman who was kick- 
ing up the row. 

“Hey!” he roared — “yer didn’t leave the can out. I can’t wait 
around here all day. A man should pour it in the garbage tin — 
thatd make yer wake up a bit!” 

On that morning I wouldn't have cared whether he poured the 
milk in the garbage tin or all over me. I didn’t belong to this world. 


Him, said Father “Playing against Trumper on Saturday. By jove, 


you ll cop Old Harry if you're put on to bowl at him” 
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I was playing against the great Victor Irumper. Let the milk take 
care of itself. I kept looking at the clock. It might be slow — or it 
might have stopped! I'd better whip down to the Zetland Hotel 
and check up. Anyhow, I mightn’t bowl at Trumper after all. He 
might get out before I come on. Or I mightn’t get a bowl at all — 
after all, I can’t put myself on. Wonder what Trumper’s doing this 
very minute... bet he’s not ironing his flannels. Sends them to the 
laundry, I suppose. He’s probably got two sets of flannels, anyway. 
Perhaps he’s at breakfiast, perhaps he’s eating bacon and eggs. 
Wonder if he knows I’m playing against him? Don’t suppose he’s 
ever heard of me. Wouldn’t worry him anyhow, | shouldn't think. 
Gosh, what a long morning! Think I'll dig the garden. No, I won't 
—I want to keep fresh. Think I'll lie down for a bit... better not, | 
might fall off to sleep and be late. 

The morning did not pass in this way. Time just stopped. | 
couldn't bring myself to doing anything in particular and yet I 
couldn’t settle to the thought of not doing anything. 

I was bowling to Trumper and I was not bowling to Trumper. I 
was early and I| was late. In fact, I think I was slightly out of my 
mind. I didn’t get to the ground so very early after all, mainly 
because it would have been impossible for me to wait around so 
near the scene of Trumper’s appearance — and yet for it to — rain or 
news to come that something had prevented Vic from playing. 

“Is he here?” I asked Harry Goddard, our captain, the moment 
I did arrive at the ground. 

“Is who here?” he countered. 

My answer was probably a scornful and disgusted look. | 
remember that it occurred to me to say, “Julius Caesar, of course’ 
but that I stopped myself being cheeky because this was one occa- 
sion when I couldn't affiord to be. 

Paddington won the toss and took first knock. 

When Trumper walked out to bat, Harry Goddard said to me: 
‘Td better keep you away from Vic. If he starts on you he'll prob- 
ably knock you out of grade cricket.” 

I was inclined to agree with him yet at the same time | didn’t 
fear punishment from the master batsman. All I wanted to do was 
just to bowl at him. I suppose in their time other ambitious young- 
sters have wanted to play on the same stage with Henry Irving, or 
sing with Caruso or M Melba, to fight with Napoleon or sail the 
seas with Columbus. It wasn’t conquest I desired. I simply wanted 
to meet my hero on common ground. 

Vic, beautifully clad in creamy, loose-fitting but well-tailored 
flannels, left the pavilion with his bat tucked under his left arm and 
in the act of donning his gloves. 

Although slightly pigeon-toed in the left foot he had a springy = 
athletic walk and a tendency to shrug his shoulders every few min- & 
utes, a habit I understand he developed through trying to loosen 
his shirt off his shoulders when it became soaked with sweat dur- 
ing his innings. 

Arriving at the wicket, he bent his bat handle almost to a right 
angle, walked up the pitch, prodded about six yards of it, returned 





Poised like a panther ready to spring: Victor Trumper 
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early and | was late. In fact, | think | was slightly out of my mind 
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Did | ever bowl that first ball? | think | fainted and the secret of the 


mythical f| rst ball was kept over al I these iets rs to Save aals embarrassment 





to the batting crease and asked the umpire for “two legs”, took a 
quick glance in the direction of fine leg, shrugged his shoulders 
again and took up his stance. 

I was called to bowl sooner than I had expected. I suspect now 
that Harry Goddard changed his mind and decided to put me out 
of my misery early in the piece. 

Did I ever bowl that first ball? I don’t remember. My head was 
in a whirl, I really think I fainted and the secret of the mythical first 
ball has been kept over all these years to save me embarrassment. If 
the ball was sent down it must have been hit for six, or at least four, 
because I was awakened from my trance by the thunderous boom- 
ing Yabba, who roared: “O for a strong arm and walking stick!” 

I do remember the next ball. It was, I imagined, a perfect leg- 
break. When it left my hand it was singing sweetly like a humming 
top. The trajectory couldn't have been more graceful if designed by 
a professor of ballistics. The tremendous leg-spin caused the ball to 
swing and curve from the off and move in line with the middle and 
leg stump. Had I bowled this 
particular ball at any other bats- TRUM PER’S 
man I would have turned my 
back early in its flight and lis- 
tened for the death 
However, consistent with my 


First-class career: 
(1894-1913): 


rattle. 


idolisation of the champion, | 
watched his every movement. 


He stood poised like a pan- 


catches 


ther ready to spring. Down 
came his left foot to within a Test matches (48): 
foot of the ball. The bat, swung 
from well over his shoulders, 
met the ball just as it fizzed off 


the pitch, and the next sound | 


centuries; 
and 3] catches 


heard was a rapping on the off- 
side fence. 

It was the most beautiful shot I have ever seen. 

The immortal Yabba made some attempt to say something but 
his voice faded away to the soft gurgle one hears at the end of a 
kookaburra’s song. The only person on the ground who didn’t 
watch the course of the ball was Victor Trumper. The moment he 
played it he turned his back, smacked down a few tufts of grass and 
prodded his way back to the batting crease. He knew where the ball 
was going. 

What were my reactions? 

Well, I never expected that ball or any other ball I could pro- 
duce to get Trumper’s wicket. But that being the best ball a bowler 
of my type could spin into being, I thought that at least Vic might 
have been forced to play a defensive shot, particularly as I was 
almost a stranger too and it might have been to his advantage to use 
discretion rather than valour. 

After I had bowled one or two other reasonably good balls with- 
out success I found fresh hope in the thought that Trumper had 
found Bosanquet, creator of the ‘wrong ‘un’ or ‘bosie’ (which 1 


16,939 
(44.57) including 42 centuries, 
64 wickets (31. 29) and 1!7| 


3,163 runs (39.04) including 8 
8 wickets (37.62) 





think a better name), rather puzzling. This left me with one shot in 
my locker, but if I didn’t use it quickly I would be taken out of the 
firing line. I decided, therefore, to try this most undisciplined and 
cantankerous creation of the great B J Bosanquet — not, as many 
may think, as a compliment to the inventor but as the gallant 
farewell, so to speak, of a warrior who refused to surrender until all 
his ammunition was spent. 

Again fortune was on my side in that I bowled the ball I had 
often dreamed of bowling. As with the leg-break, it had sufficient 
spin to curve in the air and break considerably after making contact 
with the pitch. If anything it might have had a little more top-spin,- 
which would cause it to drop rather suddenly. The sensitivity 
of a spinning ball against a breeze is governed by the amount of 
spin imparted, and if a ball bowled at a certain pace drops on a 
certain spot, one bowled with identical pace but with more top- 
spin should drop 18 inches or two feet shorter. 

For this reason I thought the difference in the trajectory and 
ultimate landing of the ball 
might provide a measure of 
uncertainty in Trumper’s mind. 
Whilst the ball was in flight 
this reasoning appeared to be 
runs vindicated by Trumper’s initial 
movement. As at the beginning 
of my over he sprang in to 
attack but did not realise that 
the ball, being an off-break, was 
floating away from him and 
dropping a little 
Instead of his left foot being 
close to the ball it was a foot 


quicker. 


out of line. 

In a split second Vic grasped 
this and tried to make up the deficiency with a wider swing of the 
bat. It was then I could see a passage-way to the stumps with our 
‘keeper, Con Hayes, ready to claim his victim. Vics bat came 
through like a flash but the ball passed between his bat and legs, 
missed the leg stump by a fraction, and the bails were whipped off 
with the great batsman at least two yards out of his ground. 

Vic had made no attempt to scramble back. He knew the ball 
had beaten him and was prepared to pay the penalty, and 
although he had little chance of regaining his crease on this occa- 
sion I think he would have acted similarly if his back foot had been 
only an inch from safety. 

As he walked past me he smiled, patted the back of his bat and 
said, “It was too good for me.” 

There was notriumphin me as I watched the receding fig- 


ure. I felt like a boy who had killed a dove. 


Extract from 10 for 66 and All That (1958), by Arthur Mailey, 
published by Phoenix Sports Books 
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The CBFS have done a lot to promote 
cricket in a region that is very much a 
desert as far as the interest levels go. 


However, even after over 15 years of cricket : 


in this emirate, it is the expatriates that 


keep the turnstiles moving at the CBFS sta- } 


dium. 

A couple of people I talked to at Dubai 
Airport were completely unaware that there 
was some cricket going on in Sharjah. 
When I mentioned that I was a sports jour- 
nalist, one of them automatically assumed 
that I was on a stopover in Dubai, en route 
to the Asian Football Championships in 
Lebanon. He started jabbering away excit- 
edly about the upcoming quarter-finals. 


TOUR DIARY ccc 


The Arabs are more interested in the Asian Football 
Championships, but the expats make Sure cricket stays 
alive and well. Dileep Premachandran reports from Sharjah 


a scene Straight out of 1984 


With the UAE not gracing the final stages, 
there is strong support for the other Arab 
teams left in the fray: Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar and Kuwait. When you mention 
Iran, you just get a grimace In return. 

Men like Sami Al Jaber of Saudi Arabia set 
the pulses racing here. Sachin Tendulkar? 
Well, the sad fact is that the average Arab 
hasn't even heard of him. So what if Al 
Jaber plays for the very mediocre 
Wolverhampton Wanderers in the 
Nationwide League Division one, and if 
Tendulkar is unquestionably the greatest 
cricketer, and one of the greatest sporting 
talents, of his generation? The name of the 
game here is football (or soccer to those of 
you in America!). Here it is the Serie A and 
Premier League footballers and the NBA 
basketball players that enjoy the kind of 
cult status that Tendulkar enjoys on Indian 
soil. 

How much of this might have to do with 
the fact that the UAE cricket team was an 
almost stillborn affair? They did try their 
hand at a couple of tournaments in 
Sharjah, with a conspicuous lack of success. 
As we all know, success spawns a whole 
new generation of young talent eager to 
make a mark. Failure, the other side of the 
coin, drives them away, into the waiting 
embrace of other sports. 


Even a cursory look inside the Television 
Control Room is quite awe inspiring. All 
those monitors stacked on top of the other, 
each one concentrating on one particular 
aspect of the game. Different camera 
angles, slow motion replays, super slow mo, 


High time he got it right: (Top) Ganguly prac- 
tices running between the wickets on the eve 
of the match against Sri Lanka. (Right) 
Tendulkar on his way to a century against the 
Lankans 
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REUTERS. 


the list is almost endless. For those of us 
not used to such a sight, it’s a scene straight 
from 1984. Only here, it’s not Big Brother 
that’s watching you, it’s you that’s watching 
the pictures sent across the world by John 
Bodner and his highly accomplished 
WorldTel crew. 

The largely empty stands for the India- 
Zimbabwe game must come as a disap- 
pointment to the organisers. But given the 
absence of Pakistan and the fact that it is a 
working day, the low turnout is perhaps 
understandable. Sharjah cricket has been 
built on the foundation of the India- 
Pakistan rivalry and without the old enemy 
here, it's not quite the same thing. 

Barring a late flourish, India gives the 
crowd another listless batting display. Afiter 
the champagne uncorked in Nairobi, this 
performance is rather like beer that has 
been left open for a week. Maybe they have 
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problems motivating themselves for match- 


.. PRABEE? MARTA 


es against “lesser” sides like New Zealand 
and Zimbabwe. How else can you explain; 
the fact that they seem to reserve their best : 
for their matches against the awesome 7 
Aussies? Champion teams though don’t 
pick and choose their performances, they 
just roll over whoever stands in their way. 
This Indian team still has a way to go 
before they scale such heady heights. 


Golf on a rest day 

A well-earned rest day for the players and 
the commentators too, some of whom 
wandered out to play a round of golf. 
Twenty years ago, the thought of playing 
golf in the desert would have been laugh- 
able. But now, some of the best golf cours- 
es in the world, landscaped and designed 
by the biggest names in golf are found on 
this little corner of the Arabian Peninsula. 
For those of us with deadlines to meet 
though, the fairways and greens have to 
wait. The cabbie who takes me to the : 
media centre at the stadium is a huge crick- § 
et buff, having spent most of his life in 


PP 


Madras. Given the tension-ridden relation- 
ship between Tamilians and Kannadigas 
now, I'm a little surprised when he volun- 


PEPE 


teers the information that Gundappa 
Vishwanath was his favourite player. Better 
than Gavaskar? “Definitely, he was such a 
great stroke player. I was a kid in the stands 
when I watched his hundred (Vishwanath 
actually made just 97) against Roberts at 
Chepauk in 1975.” 

As is the case with most Indian supporters, 
he is thrilled to bits with the two new 
finds, Yuvraj Singh and Zaheer Khan. 
“They should have more guys like that in 
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the team. Why is Kambli being played 
instead of Badani?” 

Does he think India can go all the way 
here? “Sri Lanka will be hard to beat. But 
why not? Maybe Sachin will score two 
more hundreds.” It can’t be easy being 
Sachin Tendulkar, and walking out to bat 
with your fans expecting a huge score from 
you every time, 


Having a ball 

The TV crew show me a couple of the 
Kookaburra balls, one brand new and the 
other used in the match, to illustrate how 
much of a battering they get. The match 
ball is almost pale green and there are large 
brown patches where the leather has been 
cut up badly. They say it was a big factor in 
the umpires and the match officials allow- 
ing the team bowling second to change the 
ball three times. 

Theyre an ebullient bunch, the TV crew. 
Work hard all day, and off to the bar for a 
spot of “liquid refreshment” after the game. 
The raucous singalongs are reminiscent of 
football teams celebrating in the dressing 
room after a Cup final. 


Tired prince 


The Indian team presented a happy, smil- 
ing picture at the party thrown by the 
CBFS on Monday night. Smartly attired in 
team blazers and ties, they were extremely 
relaxed and took time out to oblige the 
large number of fans who badgered them 
for autographs and pictures. Yuvraj Singh 
and Zaheer Khan were the cynosure of all 
In the limelight: (Top) Yuvraj Singh is 
attracting lots of attention. (Right) Heath 
Streak in action during the India-Zimbabwe 
match and (Below) finger braces come on for 
Rahul Dravid 
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eyes, subjected to photo requests by the 
dozen. By the end of the party poor Yuvraj 
looked quite exhausted. The blazer had 
gone and the tie had probably been slipped 
into a pocket. 

Sachin Tendulkar and Vinod Kambli, once 
the ‘terrible twins’ of Mumbai school crick- 
et, were joking around with each other just 
like they must have done in the old days. 
It’s a refreshing sight to see such a friend- 
ship endure despite the fact that Sachin’s 
star eclipsed Kambli’s many moons ago. 
Rahul Dravid was walking about with a 


: finger brace on his left hand. The slight 


crack will most likely keep him out for 15 


. days. That should give Hemang Badani his 


' moment in the Sharjah sun. 


Anil Kumble and Muthiah Muralitharan 
engaged themselves in a long conversation... 
Inventing a new delivery - a sub continent 
special? 

The Zimbabweans came and went rather 
quietly, Though Heath Streak and Vinod 
Kambli were seen taking the mickey out of 
each other. No doubt the words ‘short ball’ 
figured somewhere in the conversation. 
The on-stage entertainment started off 
with an all-female trio singing and not too 
well at that. That was followed by countless 
dances. Whether your taste lay in the bur- 
lesque, the ballet or the flamenco there was 
something for everyone and yes, some of 
the girls were a bit of all right. Oops, 
should I have said that in these politically 


correct times? 





Fi 
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Checkout the telecast shedule of cricket matches from around the world. Plus some 
of the best sporting action on your television 










































Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
a eer 27, «=F «Oc tober 28 tober October 30 November 1 November 2 
1:30 pm HIGH- | | | 
LIGHTS Pepsi 6:00 am HIGH- 
Series 2000: LIGHTS England 
Pakistan v 6:30 am HIGH- tour of Pakistan, 
England, Karachi |LIGHTS Pakistan }—-—-—-— Pakistan v SR Games ee cwclten 
Ist ODI, v England, | England, Lahore, |6:00 am HIGH- | i 2 a : a | } | 
2225 prt LIVE Lahore, 2nd ODI |2nd ODI LIGHTS England ee eee pial 
Pakistan v 11:30 pm HIGH- 1:30 pm HIGH- |v Pakistan 3rd <— 
England Lahore, |LIGHTS Pakistan LIGHTS Pakistan|ODI |. oa 7. , 





7:30 am HIGH- |} 

LIGHTS England | og Cag a Pall | 
v Pakistan 3rd Weta et, aa | 
eee the best club in Eur | 


2nd ODI, 1st 
session 
6:30pm LIVE 
Pakistan v 
England, Lahore, 
2nd ODI, 2nd 


session 


v England, 2nd 
ODI 

12:25 pm LIVE 

} Pakistan v 
England, 
Rawalpindi, 3rd 
opr, lst session 
6:30 pm LIVE 
Pakistan v 
England, 3rd 
ODI, 2nd session 


v England Lahore, | , 
2nd ODI | 
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Star Sports 
Sunday Monday Tuesday 


October 29 October 30 October 31 


Friday 


October 27 


Saturday 


October 28 


8:00 am HIGH- 
LIGHTS New 

Zealand v South 
Africa, Durban, 
10:30 pm Cricket |Unlimi | 
Magazine 7 vo 


12:30 pm HIGH- 
LIGHTS New 
Zealand tour of 
South Aftrica, 
New Zealand v 
10:30 pm HIGH- |South Africa, 
LIGHTS Centurion,3rd 


5:55 pm LIVE 
New Zealand v 
'South Africa, 


ani 1:00 pm TAPED | 
he Durban, 5th 


Australian 
Domestic Cricket, 
Pura Milk Cup: 
Western Australia 


IODI, 


125 pm-LIVe 


|New Zealand v 
South Africa, 
\Kimberly, 4th 











ODI, Ist session 
53.0 om-LIVE 
‘New Zealand v 
South Africa, 4th 


}ODI, 2nd session 


6:00 am HIGH- 
LIGHTS New 

Zealand v South 
Africa, 4th ODI 
3:00 pm HIGH- 
LIGHTS New 

Zealand v South 
Africa, 4th ODI 


Friday October 27 


4.20 pm LIVE Coca-Cola Sharjah Cup 2000, India v 
Zimbabwe ODI 


South Africa, 5th 


Stumped: Batsmen 
v Bowlers 


ODI, 2nd session 
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>>Dark side 


Pink Floyd Is one of the most celebrated 
rock bands of all time 


ne of the most predominant rock bands of all time, the origins 
O%: Pink Floyd developed at Cambridge High School, England. 
Syd Barrett (guitar/vocals), Roger Waters (bass/vocals) and David 
Gilmour (guitar/vocals) were pupils and friends there. It began in 
1965 with a band called Sigma 6, then T-Set and the 
(Screaming) Abdabs until they settled for the Pink Floyd 
Sound, a name Barrett had suggested, inspired by an 
album by Georgia blues musicians Pinkney ‘Pink’ 
Anderson and Floyd Council. 

Pink Floyd attracted notoriety as part of the nascent 
counter-culture milieu centred on the London Free 
School. A focus for the emergent underground, the group 
was appearing regularly at the UFO Club, spearheading 
Britain's psychedelic movement with extended, improvised 
sets and a highly-visual lightshow. The single ‘Arnold 
Layne’, a tale of a transvestite who steals ladies’ clothes 
from washing lines, escaped a BBC ban to rise into the UK 
Top 20. So their debut Piper At The Gates Of Dawn was the 
talk of town. 

Syd Barrett, heavily into LSD, and was having trouble 
dealing with all the pressure of being a star. So they hired 
Dave Gilmour, Syd’s old friend to play rhythm guitar. Syd’s condi- 
tion worsened and he was dropped. The realigned Pink Floyd com- 
pleted Saucerful Of Secrets. A film soundtrack, More, allowed Waters 
to flex compositional muscles, while the part-live, part-studio 
Ummagumma, was at the vanguard of progressive space-rock in 
1969. By now, Pink Floyd were a 
major attraction, drawing a 100,000 
strong crowd to their free concert in 
London. But their albums Atom 
Heart Mother, Relics, Meddle, and 
| Obscured By Clouds were artistic 
experiments, Floyd were having trou- 
ble trying to find a style. 









stele) .4-3 


1. The Sky is Falling , Sidney Sheldon, Rs 150 

2. Who Moved MyCheese? Spencer Johnson, 
Kenneth Blanchard Rs 95 

3. Harry Potter And The Philosopher's Stone, 
J K Rowling Rs 210 

4. Harry Potter And The Chamber Of Secrets, 
J K Rowling Rs 210 

5. The Alchemist, Paulo Coelho Rs 95 


BEST SELLERS 
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Then they released The Dark Side of the Moon which sold over 25 
million copies world wide, and remained on the Billboard charts for 
14 years, proving to be one of the greatest albums ever. The release 
of Wish You Were Here contains a moving tribute to their former 
member, Syd Barrett ‘Shine On You Crazy Diamond’ and is consid- 
ered by critics to be their best work. The album called Animals was a 
scathing attack on the ‘clean-up television’ campaigner, Mary 
Whitehouse, while the cover photograph, an inflatable pig soaring 
over Battersea power station, has since passed into Pink Floyd folk- 
lore (their jackets never carried their photographs again). 

The Wall in 1979 with the anti-educational system diatribe, 
Another Brick In The Wall’ was followed by a film in 1982, starring 
Bob Geldof and featuring ground-breaking animation by Gerald 


\ 
Me 


Scarfe, who designed the album jacket. 

Success did nothing to ease Pink Floyd’s internal hostility. Long- 
standing enmity — friction over financial matters and composing 
credits — between Waters and Wright resulted in the latter's depar- 
ture. To the surprise of many, another album did appear in 1983. The 
Final Cut was a stark, humourless set which Waters totally dominat- 
ed. In 1987 Gilmour and Mason rejoined under the name Floyd and 
made an album called A Momentary Lapse of Reason. Then Wright 
joined them for a 12 month-200 concert world tour. A live set, 
Delicate Sound Of Thunder, followed in its wake. In 1994 Pink Floyd 
came out with the album 7he Division Bell and later released Pulse. 
Pulse cashed in on the success of the tours and was a perfectly record- 
ed live album. The Floyd legacy lives on. 


Pink Floyd is one of Sachin Tendulkar’s favourite bands 


English Music 


1. Mission Impossible II 
Original Soundtrack 

2. Mare Antony 
Marc Antony 

3. Enrique 
Enrique Iglesias 

4. Brand New Day 
Sting 

5. The Best of Me 
Bryan Adams 





Hindi Music 


1. Mohabbatein 

2. Mission Kashmir 

3. Dhadkan 

4. Fiza 

5. Kaho Na Pyaar Hai 
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AFP 





black monkey”. 


>>Standing for President 


here are those who believe golf 





tournaments are not physically [i 


taxing. US President Bill Clinton 


would not agree. 


When the outgoing premier 
opened the President's Cup recent- 
ly, he had to stand erect through 14 
1/2 minutes of various national 
anthems. The event pit golfers from 
the United States, the eventual win- 
ners, against an international team. 

Nine different anthems were 


the 


Paraguay anthem for international 


played, including lengthy 
team member Carlos Franco. “For 
those of you who want to hear 
Carlos Franco perform the 11th 
and 12th verses of the national 
anthem, he'll do so gladly after the § 
ceremony, joked Dan Hicks, the sa gee 
program’s master of ceremonies. 


>>On a winning note 


ndrew Golota entered his clash against Mike Tyson as a certi- 

fied loose cannon with fearsome streaks. The 250-pound, 
Warsaw-born Pole, once sank his teeth into the neck of opponent 
Samson Po’uha. He head-butted Danell Nicholson, and smashed 
Riddick Bowe four times below the belt when they fought in July 
1996. All that fizzled away when he came face to face with Tyson, 
himself an accomplished Mr Terror, in Michigan. Iron Mike 
knocked down Golota in the first round before the latter quit at the 
start of round three. 

Tyson, who was composed in the rather theatrical circumstances 
of the fight, had claimed it was his swansong bout. However, many 
felt it was just one of his dramatic announcements and that he 
would fight again. Even if he doesn’, he ain't got no need to worry. 
With a $10 million purse for his efforts last Friday and a victory to 


CRICKET TALK — NOVEMBER 4, 2000 


>>Raclial tensions 


lean football is a utopian concept. Last week's scratch between 

Sinisa Mihajlovic of Lazio and Arsenal’s Patrick Vieira was very 
much a street brawl on a soccer pitch, as some physical roughing up 
followed a heated exchange of swear words. 

Mihajlovic made a racist remark on Vieira and then grabbed him 
by the neck in their Champions League game. But while he admits it, 
he insists it was only recrimination for Vieira’s jibes at him. “I insult- 
ed Vieira, but only as an answer to his insults,” the Yugoslav interna- 


AFP 


tional claimed. “He called me a gypsy shit, so I answered back with 
black shit. And because I am proud of being a gypsy and I wasn't offended, I don’t think he can 
be offended because I said he was black.” 


French international Vieira had accused Mihajovic of calling him a “black bastard” and a “f—g 





nly controversy is allowed to 

follow Anna Kournikova’s 
every footstep, not journalists. 
Delphine Lopez, Jean-Michel 
Gomez Rault 
Cheyenet, reporters from French 
M6, 


Swisscom 


and Jean-Luc 


station 

banned the 
Challenge in Zurich for repeated- 
ly 
despite being turned down for 


television were 


from 


Kournikova 


approaching 


interviews. 

The WTA Tour said that three 
“extremely aggressive’ reporters 
from M6 had “gone behind the 
organisers back”to speak with the 
Russian, pretending they had 


>>Try, try and Cry 


clearance for an interview that neither the WTA Tour nor the tour- 


nament had sanctioned. 


“There was an altercation between them and the Kournikova 


family,” WTA communications vice-president Chris DeMaria said. 


a 


his name, its a jolly good way to bid goodbye. 
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Stars & Faces 


CricketTalk looks at the planets influencing the lives of cricketers and finds out what is in the 
Stars. (Note: Mr Bejan Daruwalla will resume his column next week) 





hat Courtney Walsh is the 

most successful bowler in the 
history of the game is not surprising 
at all. This Scorpio whose career 
spans 15 years, has played over 100 
Tests, and taken 483 Test wickets 
along the way. He gained much 
through his long partnership with 
Curtly Ambrose, an intimidating 
sight for any batsman. 
He is at that juncture in his career 
when he wants to retire but the 
West Indies want him for the forth- 
coming series against Australia. It’s 
the influence of Saturn opposed to 
the Sun that’s lowering his vitality. 
For the next couple of months Mars 
storms through his sign bringing 
closer partnerships in his profes- 
sional, social and love life, which 
means more money and _inspira- 
tional travel. 
Few people have the laser-sharp 
determination of a Scorpio. If he 


| sieve) =1>J(6) 


Oct 24 - Nov 22 


October 30, 1962 - Courtney Walsh, West Indian right arm fast bowler 





VVS ss BRYAN | ASIF 
LAXMAN YOUNG  MUJTABA 


November 1, 1968 

Akram Khan, Bangladesh batsman 
November 1, 1974 

VV S Laxman, stylish India batsman 
November 2, 1981 

Irfan Fazal, Pakistan all-rounder 
November 2, 1935 

Mohammed Munaf, former Pakistan 
paceman 

November 2, 1928 

Franz Alexander, former West Indian 
skipper 

November 3, 1964 

Bryan Young, New Zealand opener 
November 3, 1951 

Azmat Rana, former Pakistan, left- 
hand batsman 

November 4, 1963 

David Williams, former West Indies 
wicket-keeper 


TatMiD MUNDEN 


decides not to retire, it is because of the Scorpio’s determination to win. He must collaborate | November 4, 1967 
with others and keep his allies close. If he can curb his restlessness and mood swings, by the end__| Asif Mujtaba, Pakistan’s left-hand 
of the year, he'll know that nobody does it better than him as he finds a validation of ideas brings | batsman 


emotional well-being. 


Left-arm spinner Murali Karthik took 13 wickets for 
143 runs against Mumbai in the Irani Trophy match 
for Rest of India at Mumbai recently. It was second 
best bowling performance in a match in the Irani 
Throphy 


Here are the six best bowling performance: 


13-138 Anit Kumble for Rest of India v Delhi at Delhi in 1992-93 
13-143 Murali Karthik for Rest of tndia v Mumbai at Mumbai in 


2000-01 

12-202 Gopal Sharma for Rest of India v Tamil Nadu at Chennai 
in 1988-89 

11-74 Balu Gupte for Mumbai v Rest of India at Anantapur in 
1963-64 


11-75 Srinivasan Venkataraghavan for Hest of India v Mumbai 
at Puna in 1969-70 

11-147 Ravi Shastri for Mumbai v Rest of India at indore in 
1981-82 





I 


Coca-Cola Champions Trophy triangular, Sharjah 

October 20: India 224 for 8 in 50 overs (Sachin Tendulkar 101, Robin Singh 35. Muttiah 
Muralitharan 2-36, Chaminda Vaas 2-40) lost to Sri Lanka 225 for 5 in 43.5 overs (Russel 
Arnold 59, Sanath Jayasuriya 48, Kumar Sangakkara 40, Mahela Jayawardene 38, Ajit 
Agarkar 2-39, Venkatesh Prasad 2-48) 


October 22: India 265 for 8 in 50 overs (Rahul Dravid 85, Yuvraj Singh 34. Travis Friend 4- 
55, Heath Streak 2-63) beat Zimbabwe 252 for six in 50 overs (Andy Flower 63, S Carlisle 
60, Guy Whittal 36 n.o. Zaheer Khan 3-37) by 13 runs 


New Zealand in South Africa: One-day series 

October 20: at North West Cricket Stadium, Potchefstroom (day/night) 

South Africa 191 for 2 in 38 overs (Nicky Boje 105*, Boeta Dippenar 57) v New Zealand: No 
result, rain stopped play 


October 22: at Wiillowmoore Park, Benoni 

New Zealand 194 for 8 in 50 overs (Nathan Astle 58, Chris Cairns 26, Shaun Pollock 2-32, 
Allan Donald 2-51) lost to South Africa 197 for 4 in 46.4 overs (Nicky Boje 64, Gary Kirsten 
57, Jacques Kallis 39. Chris Harris 2-39) by six wickets 
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Believe it or not 


Kiwi hat trick 

P J Petherick is the only New 
Zealand bowler who performed 
a hat trick in Test cricket v 
Pakistan at Lahore in 1976-77 


Bowled over 
Wilfred Rhodes is the only 
bowler to take over 4000 wick- 


ets in first-class cricket. He took 
4187 wickets at 16.71 


Cricket in a capsule 

The World Cup match between 
Scotland and West Indies at 
Leicester on May 27, 1999 was 
the shortest completed match 


DAVID MUNDEN 





Wort 
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Series win for captain Llyod 
(left); Kambli’s fastest 1000 


in limited overs international 
cricket. The match lasted just 
three hours 


A series win 

The last team to win all five 
Test match of a series was West 
Indies. That was against 
England in 1985-86 


Fastest 1,000 

Vinod Kambli holds the Indian 
record for fastest 1,000 runs in 
Test cricket. He took just 14 








innings to reach the milestone 


OO 
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Duffertalk: Sticky Dog 


By Ranjona Banerji 





>» ° . 
oesn't mean anything that it sounds 


like. So what’s new. A sticky dog, 
first off, is the colloquial for a wet but 
fast-drying wicket. Which makes it the 
same as a sticky wicket. Which is, in 
more detail, a rain-soaked but fast-drying 
wicket on which the ball can be made to 
break sharply and rise abruptly on pitch- 


ing, making batting hazardous. 

What this seems to prove on the face of 
it is that encyclopaedia writers can easily 
get bored: why couldn't they have said the 
same thing for sticky dog. And what's the 
dog got to do with it anyway? 

No help the dictionary. No sign of the 
dog. That is, not with a sticky appended 
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before it. Dogs with sticks before 
them, available a-plenty. And a 
sticky wicket is a difficult situa- 
tion to cope with. We'll come to 
that later. 

Right now, it’s the dog that we 
want to know about. Let’s work 
it out. A dog dries fast when it 
gets wet, that is true. So a wet 
but fast-drying wicket could be a 
dog. And the English love dogs, 
so they probably see them every- 
where. Though what kind of a 
dog looks like three sticks stuck 
in the ground with two little 
sticks balanced on top on a grass- 
less strip of ground, I don’t know. 
But then no one accused me of 
having an imagination. 

Then we reach sticky. Wet 
with water (rain-washed implying 
such) is just wet. Why should it 
be sticky? Acid rain is a late 
invention, surely. And that might 
mean a burning wicket, not a 
sticky one. 

Questions, questions. In any 
case, as usual, a sticky dog might be good 
for the fielding side, seeing as how it is 
hazardous for batsmen. Who might just 
figure that this is as good a time as any to 
let sleeping dogs lie instead of watching a 
career go to the dogs. 

Do you want me to stop with the dog 
cliches now? 
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So, you think you know cricket? We put your passion to the test with three quizzes — with an assorted difficulty 
quotient — and a special crossword, a caption contest, an acrostic puzzle and a bit of a googly in the star of the 
week. Answers and more fun and games next week 





HALF VOLLEY | 


1. Ajit Tendulkar is the more famous brother of Sachin, having 
authored a book on him. What is the name of Sachin’s other 
brother? 


2. Who is the only cricketer in the history of the game to appear 
in the country’s inaugural and 100th Test match? 


3. A batsman who captained both the Ceylonese as well as 
Malaysian cricket team has been named by Frank Worrel as a 
prime candidate for the World XI team. Name him. 


4. In cricket, who wears a baggy green cap? 


5. What did Mushtaq Mohammad, Zaheer Abbas, Majid Khan, 
Imran Khan and Asif Iqbal do in 1977 that other Pakistani 


cricketers did not? 


Answers to last week’s Half Volley 
1. Harold Larwood 2. Michael Holding 3. Sussex and Glamorgan 
4. Lance Gibbs, 5. Hanif Mohammad 


- CAPTIONCONTEST  —s_—y 






What is umpire Steve Bucknor telling Glenn McGrath? Write a 
witty answer (in about 12 words) and send it to CricketTalk, 2nd 
Floor, Readymoney Terrace, Dr A B Road, Worli, Mumbai 400 018. 


ASAE RAN SAT BN A Sues 
aay prays a f 
usta Bata AR i 





What is Brian Lara telling 
Saurav Ganguly? 


The winning answer: 

“Should I follow Ambrose or follow 
my bat?” 

Louisyn D Rozario, Kollam, Kerala, 
gets a years subscription of 





ty : 
i. = Be Pe 
he. ae ‘ = == _ panei paint 
2 ‘ === = Bee 









FLIPPER 


1. Why did Steve Waugh christen Michael Atherton ‘cockroach’? 
a) Michael used to boast that he would be the only cricketer to sur- 
vive a nuclear holocaust. (A cockroach is the only living being pre- 
dicted to survive a nuclear holocaust.) 

b) Like a cockroach he keeps coming back and is hard to get rid of 
c) As a practical joke, Michael Atherton made sweet and sour soup 
laced with cockroaches and fed it to Steve Waugh 

d) Cockroach was originally Atherton’s nickname for Waugh. 
Waugh turned the tables on Atherton and the name stuck 


2. Robert Peel, slow left arm bowler, played 22 Tests for England 
and first-class cricket for Yorkshire. His county career came to an 
abrupt end in 1899. What incident on the field led to this? 

a) He assaulted the umpire who gave him out on what he thought 
was an unfair lbw decision 

b) After a very close win over Surrey in a crucial match, he urinated 
on the ground during the victory celebrations 

c) He took to the field drunk 

d) A ball thrown by him from the boundary hit a fielder who died 


as a result — Peel never played cricket after that 


3. What is the connection between former Indian fast bowler 
Amar Singh and Mahatma Gandhi? 

a) Amar Singh’s unfinished and unpublished autobiography in 
Hindi is entitled ‘My Experiments with Truth’ 

b) Both Amar Singh and Mahatma Gandhi studied in the same 
school - Alfred High School 

c) Amar Singh is Nathuram Godse’s maternal uncle 

d) Amar Singh took part in the Dandi March and even stayed in the 


Sabarmati Ashram for two years 


4. What did 20th century Australian cricketer Monty Nolle 
famously do when he was once denied permission to play inter 
state cricket for New South Wales? 

a) He introduced cricket among young Australian girls and thus laid 
the foundation of Australian women’s cricket 

b) He changed his profession — he gave up his job at the bank to 
train as a dentist 

c) He came to India, played for the Pentangular, thus becoming the 
first and only Aussie to play in a domestic tournament in India 

d) He set up the first academy for training young Aussie cricketers 


5. What connection does ‘So Sensitive’ and ‘Beau Lincoln’ have 
with cricket? 

A) So Sensitive and Beau Lincoln are the two race horses owned by 
Sir Richard Hadlee that narrowly missed winning the Derby 

B) They are the ships that carried that first England team to tour 
Australia 

C) So Sensitive and Beau Lincoln are the names of two coffee hous- 
es that have been recently opened at Lord’s 

D) So Sensitive and Beau Lincoln were the two mounts on which 
Ian Botham and Dennis Lillee had a famous trotting race 
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— JUMBLE | 


Crack the anagrams on the right and fill the 
letters in the boxes 


NEVURTE 
onEcaine 
RTIWE 

{Y) 
OHUDGRT 


C) CY) 


ARITN 





wr SHEN LOVES TOE 
( ) { | WITH VIS CAR ANDHIS BAT 2 


HACIES C32aee 
(LTT) CIT TITTY) 


Last week’s solutions 
FEAST WINTER GRUNT PRINCE TROOP 


Anil Kumble’s stock delivery: TOP SPINNER 


YORKER 





Use these four clues to identify this cricketer. The 
fewer clues you need, the better informed you are. 


CLUE 1 
He made his debut for Sussex in 1957 while still at school at 
Winchester. He later captained Sussex in 1966 


CLUE 2 
He played 46 Tests between 1961 and 1975 made a total of 2793 


runs at an average of 34.91 and also captained his country 


CLUE 3 : 
He played first-class cricket for Delhi and then Hyderabad 


CLUE 4 


He later became the editor of a sports magazine and even contest- 
ed elections in India 


Answers to last week's Flipper: 1. It was purchased 
from a shilling subscription by England’s cricket fans and presented 
to Don Bradman as a farewell present 2. He became the Acting 
Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago 3. His left arm was short- 
ened by two inches 4. Because of his height (5 feet 4 inches) 5. He 
was returning from watching the day’s events at the Kensington 
Race Course in 1930. 
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ACROSS 

1. Not quite cricket: Is Samuel Beckett still waiting for him? (5) 

4, Alan is key batsman for Kent (5) 

7. You need this to watch a match without interruption during a 
power cut (1,1,1) 

8. Tainted players may need these to rest their head and sleep well 
(7) 

9. Twins in the Zimbabwe team (7) 

11. Night is not the best time to play cricket (3) 

12. Sachin used to be called this when he made his debut (3) 

13. England captain Mike made maids popular (7) 

15. Sri Lanka are a little weak in this department. Their batting is 
very strong (7) 

18. A batsman may need this to know what the bowler is planning 
next for him (1,1,1) 

19. Lauren is a popular brand among cricketers (5) 


20. This Williams used to be a West Indies’ batsman (5) 


DOWN 
1. You can’t be bad-tempered to succeed as batsman (5) 

2. This Haynes is a One-day great (7) 

3. Bookies surely didn’t go to a player for this? (3) 

4. A good batsman always looks like this (4,3) 

5. Can a fielder go here without asking the umpire? (3) 

G6. You cannot play fast bowling if you are soft (5) 

10. Dravid is clearly very comfortable with this language (7) 
11. Gavaskar, Tendulkar and Vengsarkar are good -----. And not just 
behind the wheel (7) 

12. This Khan is not a poet. 
He is a left-arm fast bowler 
from Pakistan (5) 

14. This Sharma was an off- 
spinner (5) 

16. Was Hammond called this 
by his closest friends? (3) 

17. Geoff Boycott has this 
tremendous gift. He can --- 
non-stop (3) 


last week’s solution 





>>> CLOSE OF PLAY 


MOVING WITH THE TIMES 


While coaches around the world turned to scientific methods 
and emphasised fitness, Indians failed to move on 


y | 


WOO 


The Australians were the 
pioneers of such methods. 
It is in the transformation 
stages that a lot of confu- 
sion crept into the coach- 
ing system in India 
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t was a pleasure to attend the C K Nayudu 
[ees function at Chennai some days back. 
For, the recipient was Col Hemu Adhikari and 
I had the good fortune of attending two or three 
camps under him. | can say without thinking twice 
that his commitment was incredible. The methods 
he adopted may not have been the most modern but 
the effect it had on his wards was more than ade- 
quate. Adhikari being an Army man stressed a lot on 
discipline. 

Adhikari, Ram Singh, Aibara, Keki Tarapore, 
Vasant Amladi, V S Patil are all regarded highly in 
the cricketing fraternity for their coaching abilities. 
They believed in sharing knowledge without looking 
for financial gains. 

Gradually a lot of scientif- 
ic aspects were introduced 
into coaching: psychology, 
physiotherapy, diet control. 
The Australians were the 
pioneers of such methods 
and the results they have 
achieved speak for them- 
selves. It is in the transfor- 
mation stages that a lot of 
confusion crept into the 
coaching system in India. We overlooked the need to 
adapt to the changes. 

A few corporate houses in the country started spe- 
cialised academies in the late ’80s. The MRF Pace 
Foundation at Chennai was one of them. Dennis 
Lillee, the Australian legend, who was roped into the 
Foundation, emphasised the importance of right 
techniques for fast bowling, which resulted in injury 
prevention in the long run. 

The BCA-Mafatlal academy was started in 
Mumbai and it was under the guidance of England’s 
Frank Tyson, who was a cricketer of repute in his 
time. Salil Ankola, Paras Mhambrey and Abey 
Kuruvilla came out of that academy to play for the 
country. Balwinder Sandhu also was a part of the 
academy and he later went on to become a success- 
ful coach for the Mumbai team. Unlike the MRF 
Pace Foundation, the BCA-Mafatlal academy was 
restricted to the locals only. 

The Sports Authority of India started a fast bowl- 
ing academy with centres in Chandigarh and 
Gwalior with Gurcharan Singh and Desh Prem Azad 
as coaches. Eventually nothing concrete materialised 
and the project had to be abandoned much to the 





Dedicated to the cause: Hemu Adhikari 





grief of everyone concerned. 

The only academy to concentrate on spinners was 
the MAC-SPIC spin foundation in Chennai. Vaman 
Kumar, the former Indian leg-spinner, convinced Dr 
A C Muthiah to sponsor the project. They even 
invited Gary Sobers as a guest coach for a brief peri- 
od to inspire the youngsters. 

There is a definite need to update the coaches 
across the country with regard to the latest methods. 
It is a pleasant development that a lot of former 
cricketers are taking up coaching. This was not the 
case earlier, barring a few exceptions like Bishan 
Bedi. It should also be borne in mind that playing 
the game is one thing and coaching an altogether 
different thing. 

The coach plays a very important role for a crick- 
eter when the player is trying to graduate from the 
junior to the senior level. The pitfalls that a young- 
ster can encounter technically, sociologically, psy- 
chologically etc have to be pointed by a coach. This 
is the stage where a lot of cricketers have lost their 
bearings after dominating in the junior level. The 
coach should know his own role in order to guide his 
pupils and the biggest enemy of any coach is the ego 
element. Regardless of the situation, a coach can 
never ever allow his ego to get the better of him. 
Otherwise, he might tend to do things that may 
adversely affect the cricketer’s career. 

The State Associations must deliberate a lot before 
nominating coaches for the Under-14 and Under-16 
teams. Young cricketers have to be taught the right 
approach from the very start. It is said that one hour 
of wrong coaching takes about 30 hours of rectifica- 
tion. Cricket has become more of an industry than a 
sport and as such it is up to the governing bodies to 
ensure that striving for perfection is the main goal. 
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And start your day with delicious Britannia 
NutriChoice Good Morning biscuits. 
Healthy and tasty biscuits that 

have substantially more 
vitamins (A, B - Complex, D & E) 
and minerals than regular cornflakes. 
Because its unique Active Health recipe 
Nutrigrain cereal 


with ensures every 


biscuit 1s packed with nutritious wheat 






cereal, vitamins, minerals, calcium, iron 


and zinc. What more, 
every biscuit has the added 
goodness of milk. Everything 
that you’ll need to set you up for the day 
ahead. So, goahead, cancel yourcornflakes 
and enjoy Britannia NutriChoice Good 


Morning biscuits which will have you 


singing loud and clear, “J feelgood”. 


Eat Healthy, Think Better 
NuttiChe (Ce 


GOOD MORNING 


Sabko Rakhen Fit. 
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